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THE WRESTLING NEWS® & RING’S WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Yes, Pro Wrestling Enterprises, the publisher of The Wrestling News” and the world's largest publisher of 
wrestling program magazines sold in arenas, has taken over complete editorial control of Ring’s Wrestling 
Magazine. Now Pro Wrestling Enterprises can offer you subscriptions to both The Wrestling News® and 
Ring’s Wrestling Magazine. There will now be a total of 12 big 64 page issues per year (six of each magazine) 
that will cover the entire world of major league professional wrestling in the most complete and exciting way 
possible. We know you won't want to miss a single issue of either of these fine publications. Just use the 
handy order blank below to send for your subscriptions. 


eid 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO BOTH 
DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE 


Send order to: Ring’s Wrestling Magazine — Subscription Department 
120 West 31st Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10001 
Please send me the following subscriptions. | have enclosed: 


() 10.00 for a combined subscription to the next 12 issues of both magazines. This subscription consists of 
the next six issues of Ring's Wrestling Magazine, The First Magazine Of Wrestling and the next four 
issues of The Wrestling News. All foreign subscribers enclose $13.00. 


() $6.00 for the next 6 issues of Ring's Wrestling Magazine. All foreign subscribers enclose $7.00. 
_} $5.00 for the next 6 issues of The Wrestling News. All foreign subscribers enclose $6.00. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 
_| |am at present a subscriber to Ring’s Wrestling Magazine and that portion of order is a renewal. 
lam at present a subscriber to The Wrestling News and that portion of order is a renewal. 















































WRESTLING FANS: 


NOW YOU CAN 


DECORATE YOUR WALLS 
WITH YOUR FAVORITE 
WRESTLERS’ PHOTOS 


8” x 10” beautifully reproduced glossies, 
perfect for den, game room and bar. ° 
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HARLEY RACE 

BARON VON RASCHKE 

BIG RED 

DUSTY RHODES 

JOHNNY RIVERA 

JOSE RIVERA 

JOSE RIVERA & THUNDERCLOUD 
VICTOR RIVERA 

JOHNNY RODZ 

BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

PETE SANCHEZ 

TITO SANTANA 

TERRY SAWYER 

ARNOLD SKAALAND WITH BOB BACKLUND & 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

LARRY SHARPE 

MANUEL SOTO 

STAN STASIAK 

GEORGE STEELE 

CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 

KEVIN SULLIVAN 

PROF. TORU TANAKA & MR. FUJI 
STEVE TRAVIS 

BUTCHER VACHON 

THE VALIANT BROTHERS 
NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 

CHIEFS WARCLOUD & THUNDERCLOUD 
BILL WHITE 

BILLY WHITE WOLF 

LARRY ZBYSZKO & TONY GAREA 


_] LARRY ZBYSZKO 


Only $1.50 each, 5 for $5, 12 for $10, 30 for $20. 
To: Wrestling Photos 
c/o Ring Magazine 


120 W. 31 St. 
New York, N.Y. 10001 


Please send the following pictures, checked above 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


(Add 75¢ for postage and handling up to 5 photos, $1.00 for each additional group of 1 to 5.) 


THE FIRST MAGAZINE OF WRESTLING 


restling 





mag 


BACK COVER: TITO SANTANA NORMAN H. KIETZER 
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JAMES C. MELBY 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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WRESTLING is a magazine which a man or 
woman may take home and leave on the library ta- 
ble safe in the knowledge that it does not contain 

one line of matter either in the text or the adver- 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE — TABLE OF CONTENTS tisements which would be offensive. The publisher 
of this book guards this reputation of his magazine 
jealously. It is entertaining and it is clean, 
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“—~* If youre into fitness, 


J 


a Bullworker puts 
Paes it all together 
inonly 
5 minutes a day: 


“Looking for a fitness program that's fast, easy and gets results 
right away?,”’ asks fitness expert, Bob Breton. “Bullworker puts 
it all together. In just 5 minutes a day you can give your body a 
complete fitness workout: shoulders, back, arms, chest, ab- 
domen and legs. 


It's fast: each exercise takes only 7 seconds, once a day. 


It's easy: any man between 15 and 65 in good general health 
can run through the whole program without getting tired. 








You see your progress right from the very first day on the built- 
in Powermeter gauge. After two to three weeks of training, most 
men can expect to measure an extra inch or two of muscle on 
their shoulders, chest and biceps—and an inch or two less flab 
around the middle. 


And that’s just the start: there are specialized exercises for 
building-up or trimming down any part of your body you want to. 
What's more, since Bullworker training is progressive, you 
perform better each time. Yet the training always seems easy 
since with every workout your strength increases by about 
1%—that's an increase of up to 50% in the first three months. 


‘| earn my living by keeping execu- 
See your strength tives in top shape,” says Bob. “My 
GROWING customers want results and they 
want them fast. | recommend Bull- 

day by day on the worker for one reason only: because 
built-in it's the most advanced fitness trainer 


POWERMETER | onthe market & you better believeit.” 


YES! | accept Bob Breton’s invita- 
tion to try, at your expense the fa- 
mous Bullworker for a FREE TWO- 
WEEK HOME TRIAL. The Bullworker 
must help me achieve a wonderful 
new-found feeling of strength and 
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THYY “=e health 2630834 
Se ae ae eR a eee, ae. ae = 
¥ LEGS | 
Check Payment Plan Below: BULLWORKER SERVICE, Dept. swop3813 
= e) | C1 ENCLOSE $1.00 DOWN 201 Lincoln Blvd., P.O. Box X, Middlesex, N.J. 08846 
os | Enclosed is $1.00 to help cover part of : 
BONUS | the shipping expenses. If not delighted YES! | accept your no risk 14 day home 
with results | will return the Bullworker . . 
eae | Within 14 davs and owe nothing. Other. trial. | am checking the payment plan 
| wise | will then pay only $8.49* in 4 most convenient to me. 


FREE monthly installments plus shipping and 
handling. 

Nene Ag 
C1 ENCLOSE $34.96* NOW TO SAVE please print 
SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES 
Enclosed is full payment of $34.96.* Street__________Apt. No. 
You pay postage & handling charges. 
(Prompt refund under 2 weeks ‘‘guaran- City 
teed results" no-risk offer.) 





‘CARRYING 
CASE! 











© BULLWORKER SERVICE 
201 Lincoln Blvd., P.O. Box X 
Middlesex, N.J. 08846 


*New Jersey, New York Residents Add Sales Tax. A2 








Superstar Billy Graham 
with the C.W.A. title 
belt and Nick 
Bockwinkel with the 
A.W.A. title belt. 
Graham was destined to 
lose the belt a few days 
later to Jerry Lawler. 


Bruno Sammartino, the 
living legend of the 
World Wrestling 
Federation, flanks Bob 
Backlund, the present 
holder of the W.W.F. 
title belt. 
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Since James Melby and I took over full 
editorial control of Wrestling Magazine 
some months ago we have made every ef- 
fort to improve this magazine for wrestling 
fans. The response from you, our readers, 
has been overwhelming in its support of the 
changes that we have made. For this we 
thank you. We hope that you readers will 
continue to write to us and tell us what you 
would like to see more of (or less of) in fu- 
ture issues. We will do our best to please 
the majority of the people the majority of 
the time. 

One of the features that has been very 
deservingly discontinued is the page of so- 
called ‘‘Official Wrestling Ratings.’’ The 
reason we discontinued that feature is as 
follows: First of all, the ratings published 
in the old Ring Wrestling were in no way 
“Official.”’ They were not recognized by 
any organization, there was no consistent 
method used in arriving at them, and most 
importantly in our opinion, there is no ac- 
curate way to rate wrestlers for such a fea- 
ture. 

Instead, we feel that it is much more 
valid to keep our readers informed of those 
wrestlers who hold major titles. Champion- 
ships which are won and lost in the ring are 
of much more importance than any listing 
of ten men could ever be. We said in our 
first editorial that there are three major 
championships in the heavyweight division 
of professional wrestling. Some of you 
readers have pointed out other titles and af- 
ter going over all of the lists, we have come 
up with the all-important wrestling cham- 
pions. We are going to look at all of the 
current champions as we go to press and 
then do an in-depth study of these titles. 

The World’s Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, as recognized by the National Wres- 
tling Alliance, continues to be the most 
widely recognized title in our sport. The 
N.W.A. has more members than any other 
organization. Since we took over Wrestling 
Magazine, Harley Race has held the title— 
excepting brief reigns by Dusty Rhodes and 
Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba. In both of these 
cases, Race regained his title in rematches 
within a week’s time. So Race has dominat- 
ed the N.W.A. title for that entire period of 
time. The N.W.A. does not issue any offi- 
cial ratings of contenders. 

The World Wrestling Federation Heavy- 
weight Championship Title has been held 
by Bob Backlund—except for one week 
during which Antonio Inoki won and then 
lost the title in matches in Japan. Backlund 
has dominated all challengers. But of 
course no look at the W.W.F. would be 
complete without also looking at the man 
who is still champion in the eyes of his 
many fans—Bruno Sammartino. Bruno 
has proved time and time again that he is 
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SYNTHETIC FUEL BREAKTHROUGH 





Make Your Own 
15¢ A Gallon! 


You Can Have Your Own ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 
from high fuel prices, long lines, odd-even days, and gas rationing, etc.! 


Beat High Fuel Costs 


This brand new technical achieve- 
ment will let you make your own fuel 
for your car, truck and boat at a cost 
of under 15¢ a gallon. Hundreds of 
television and radio stations as well 
as over 1,000 newspapers worldwide 
carried this amazing news. You can, 
by combining corn and water and dis- 
tilling the mixture, obtain hundreds of 
gallons of high energy fuel. This is not 
to be confused with gasohol which is 
a mixture of 90% gasoline and 10% 
alcohol — our unique method of dis- 
tillation allows you to use the fuel 
directly in the tank of your car or 
truck. This new manual shows you 
how to build a legal solar powered 
still for about $40 worth of locally 
available materials. Your fuel will cost 
you from 14¢ to 15¢ a gallon — com- 
pare that to the prices you are now 
paying for gasoline or diesel fuel. You 
don't have to be the victim of greedy 
oil companies or bad-tempered gas 
station attendants — you don't have 
to wait in line for hours to pay 
ridiculously high prices for fuel — you 
don't have to worry about taking 
weekend drives and not finding any 
open gas stations. 


Easy to Build 


With our fully detailed plans and 
instructions you can build a solar 
powered still in about 7-8 hours — all 
you need is a hammer, nails, 
screwdriver and pliers. Even if you're 
not handy, you can build this solar 
still by following our step-by-step 
directions — no technical language is 
used. We even show you how to get 
sa At approval for your still. 

est of all is that the still is com- 
pletely solar powered — using the 
free rays of the sun. With this fuel you 
can run any car, truck, boat, lawn- 
mower, or motorcycle engine — our 
fue! can be used in place of leaded or 
unleaded gasoline — or in place of 
diesel fuel. 


Beat Gas Rationing and 
Shortages 


For the small investment of about 
$40 tor materials and a few hours of 
work, you can beat the fuel crisis and 
have your own ENERGY INDEPEN- 
DENCE from now on. The time will 
come when gasoline will be rationed 
and your allocation might only be 8- 
10 gallons a week (or less). Or there 


might come a time in the near future 
that gasoline and diesel fuel will be 
unavailable at any price — because 
of strikes, OPEC shutdowns, etc. 
Even if you don’t build the solar 
powered still now — it's good 
insurance to have the plans available 
for future use. You can easily put the 
entire still and fuel holding tanks in 
an area of six feet by eight feet. Build 
the solar powered still for your own 
use — or resell them to others for 
$400 and $500 each. Order this 
valuable and exclusive manual MAKE 
FUEL INEXPENSIVELY today by mail 
— it's not available in bookstores. 


Simple Carburator 


Adjustment 


We have a SIMPLE ADJUSTMENT 
guide that shows you how to make 
several adjustments on your carbura- 
tor so that your car or truck can use 
this new fuel efficiently. No technical 
or mechanical knowledge is required 
— just follow our easy instructions. 
You can readjust the carburator any- 
time to: convert your engine back to 
using gasoline if you desire. 


Other 
Energy Saving Books 


We have two other very helpful and 
timely books — the first, BUILD A 
SOLAR POWERED HEATER shows 
you how to harness the sun's free 
energy to build a complete home 
heating system. Remember how high 
your fuel bills were last winter — with 
this heater in place, you can heat 
your water and home for practically 
nothing. Our step-by-step instruc- 
tions show you how to build your 
solar heater for about $80 to $90 in 
locally available materials — it will 
take only about 10 to 12 hours to 
build and no special tools are needed. 
Our plans, will let anyone who can 
hammer a nail, build this solar heater 
easily. 

By spending under $100 for parts, 
and investing 10-12 hours of your 
time you can get a solar heating 
system that would be commercially 
available at a cost of $2,500 to 
$3,000! 

Send for your copy now! 

Our second book is 1,000 WAYS 
TO SAVE ON FUEL COSTS. In it, 
you'll learn how to save from $30 to 
$75 a month on your utility bills 
You'll find over 1,000 different practi- 
cal hints to make your home super 


energy efficient. Our giant 8% x 11 
inch book has over 170 fact-filled 
pages. Just the savings from one idea 
will more than pay for the entire cost 
of the book. Order it today. 


FREE HOME TRIAL 


Send for these valuable 
books now — if after you 
read them, you don’t think 
you want to keep them (for 
any reason) — return them in 
15 days for a guaranteed 
refund, no. questions asked. 


“Wall Street Publications, 1979 
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HOME TRIAL COUPON 


WALL STREET PUBLICATIONS 
-Lwrs @ Suite 501 
79 Wall St.eNew York, NY 10005 


I'm fed up with the energy crisis, high 


prices, OPEC. etc. — and! want to do 
something about it now — send me: 


( MAKE FUEL INEXPENSIVELY 


manual and plans ...... $14.95 
1 SIMPLE ADJUSTMENT 
rT ET haa co So 5.00 
© BUILD A SOLAR POWERED 
HEATER book........... 14,95 
© 1,000 WAYS TO SAVE ON FUEL 
COSTS book ........... 14.95 
SAVE! (CD All 4 books 
(Save $10.00).......-..... $39.95 


Please send a check or money order. No 
COD's We pay postage to all 50 states. 
Add $1 per book for shipment to foreign 
countries 


My name is 





Address 





City 


State Zip 


(J i'm in a hurry — send everything by 
priority RUSH mail I've enclosed an extra 
$2.00 to cover costs 


15 DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


As I See It 





Jerry Lawler clamps a 
headlock on Superstar 
Billy Graham during the 
battle that saw Lawler 
take the C.W.A. title 
from Graham. 


Referee Paul Morton 
presents the C.W.A., title 
belt to Lawler after 
Jerry defeated Graham. 
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one of the all time greats and although he 
no longer wishes to compete for any offi- 
cial titles, when he does enter the ring he 
certainly proves that he is still a champion- 
ship calibre athlete. 

Pat Patterson, who holds the W.W.F. In- 
ter-Continental Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, must also be ranked as one of the very 
best. Prior to this issue of Wrestling Maga- 
zine, which does issue official ratings, 
ranked the champs as follows: Pat Patter- 
son, Samoan #1, Tatsumi Fujinami, Ivan 
Putski, Dusty Rhodes, Bobby Duncum, 
Samoan #2, Mil Mascaras, Chavo Guer- 
rero, and The Great Hossien. 

The World’s Heavyweight Champion, as 
recognized by the American Wrestling As- 
sociation, continues to be Nick Bockwink- 
el, as it has been without interruption since 
1975. This makes Bockwinkel the longest 
reigning of the major champions. But Nick 
has had many close calls over the years and 
could well find 1980 his toughest year yet as 
champion. The A.W.A. does not issue any 
official ratings, but here again we have a 
long time former champion, Verne Gagne, 
who is still considered a real champion by 
many people. Verne is still chasing Bock- 
winkel for a chance to regain the title. 

The above three were the major titles we 
listed in our first issue. But there are other 
very important titles in wrestling today. 
One that has emerged recently is the 
World’s Heavyweight Champion, recog- 
nized by the Continental Wrestling Asso- 
ciation. The C.W.A. title was recently cap- 
tured by Jerry Lawler from superstar Billy 
Graham. As previously mentioned, we are 
going to spotlight this title later in this is- 
sue. The C.W.A. has issued official ratings 
and currently ranks the challengers in this 
order: Superstar Graham, Billy Robinson, 
Austin Idol, Ken Lucas, Bill Dundee, Jim- 
my Valiant, Dick the Bruiser, Bobo Brazil, 
Jackie Fargo, and Dutch Mantel. 

Another important title in professional 
wrestling today is the North American 
Heavyweight Championship, as recognized 
by the Mid South Wrestling Association. It 
is currently held by Mike George and is one 
of the most important regional titles in the 
sport. Cowboy Bill Watts and Ted Di- 
biase—both former champions—are the 
most persistent challengers for this title. 
However, the M.S.W.A. does not at pres- 
ent issue any official ratings. 

Other heavyweight championships cer- 
tainly worthy of mention are as follows: 
The World Wrestling Association title, cur- 
rently held by Dick the Bruiser, The 
National Wrestling Federation title, cur- 
rently held by Antonio Inoki, The Pacific 
Wrestling Federation title, currently held 
by Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba, and The British 
Empire Heavyweight Championship, cur- 
rently held by Billy Robinson. The list 
could go on and on, but the titles listed so 
far are the ones that have been defended in 
more than one area during the past year. @ 


WRESTLING T-SHIRT 


THE T-SHIRT FOR EVERYONE — AMATEURS, PROFESSIONALS, FANS 





100% COTTON — MADE IN U.S.A. 
AVAIALBLE IN SMALL (34-36), MEDIUM (38-40), LARGE (42-44) AND EXTRA LEAGE (46-48) SIZES. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY — ONLY $6.00 INCLUDING ALL POSTAGE, HANDLING,AND APPLICABLE 
SALES TAX (IF ANY) — FREE BUMPER STICKER WITH THE ORDER OF TWO OR MORE SHIRTS 
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WRESTLING BUMPER STICKER 





King of Sports 


HIGH QUALITY VINYL — NOT CHEAP PAPER — BLACK AND WHITE ON YELLOW — ONLY 1.25 EACH 
ee eg ge ee STaSRAVeRORT ERIG CO. 
201 McCONNELL STREET, P. 0. BOX 3325 
MANKATO, MINNESOTA 56001 





Please send me a total of T-Shirts size S M L EL (circle one of if more than one size ordered mark 
quantity in circle above size desired. I have enclosed $6.00 full payment for each shirt ordered and I 
understand that I will receive a FREE bumper sticker with an order for two or more shirts.. 


Please send me bumper stickers. I have enclosed $1.25 full payment for each bumper sticker 
ordered. (Except no payment required for free bumper sticker given if you have ordered two or more shirts. 
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Verne is introduced to 
the roar of the crowd 
before defending his Fy 
laurels against Ashura 
Hara in Suwa, Japan. 


Verne Gagne’s Triumphant Tour Of | 
Japan Former A.W.A. World’s Heavyweight 


Champion Verne Gagne recently completed 
a very successful wrestling tour of Japan. 
He proved to the fans in Japan just why he 
is one of the U.S.A.’s most loved competi- 
by James C. Melby fors: e 

Sure, he can rough it up when the occas- 
sion calls for it, but Gagne prefers to defeat 
his ring foes with blinding speed and a vast 
knowledge of wrestling holds and counter 
holds. His initial match in Japan saw him 
defeat highly-rated Mighty Inoue before a 
screaming crowd in Koidego. It took a rol- 
ling package cradle and 14:33 for Verne to 
accomplish his task. 

The next night was the one fans in Japan 
had been waiting for, a title match between 
Gagne and I,W.E. Champion Rusher Ki- 
mura, held in Sanjo. It was all over for the 
champion when Gagne nailed him in his 
world famous sleeper hold. Kimura was 
able to make it to the ropes for a referee’s 
break, but was so dizzy he fell out of the 
ring and was counted out. Verne was 
named new champion after 17:41 of top- 
notch wrestling action. 

The new champion proved to be a real 
fighter. He defeated Ashura Hara in Suwa 
by pinning him in 12:09 on Nov. 14. The 
next night saw him take another thriller 
from determined Mighty Inoue in Takaya- 
ma in 17:06 on a count-out. 

Verne’s glorious title reign came to an 
abrupt end when he faced former cham- 
pion Kimura in a rematch on Nov. 16th in | 
Wakayama. The action swayed from one | 
man’s advantage to the other, finally end- | 
ing in a battle on the ringside floor. Rush- | 
er’s judo chop enabled him to stun Verne 
long enough for him to be counted out, 
outside of the ring. And thus the title 
changed hands. 

I had an opportunity to talk to Verne up- 
on his return home. He had the highest of 
praise for all the men he wrestled while in 
Japan. Gagne said that they were indeed all 
fine athletes who don’t know the meaning 
of the word ‘*quit.”’ 

Although he has no immediate plans to 
return to Japan, he said that if one of Ja- 
pan’s promoters came up with an offer he 
couldn’t refuse, he would be very interested 
in once more trying to wrest the I.W.E. Ti- 
tle from Rusher Kimura. a 


The referee explains the 
rules and checks both 
contestants before the 
Gagne ys. Hara title 
match. 


The young Japanese star 
shows his power and 
skill by throwing the 
champion to the canvas 
with a side supplex. 
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Verne made use of his 
great speed throughout 
the match to 
outmaneuver his 


younger opponent. 


The champion bears 
down with a full-nelson 
in an effort to wear 
down Hara. 








Wrestling Magazine Swap ’N Sell 


FIRST EVER WRESTLING 

FLEA MARKET A SUCCESS 
For the hundreds of fans who attended — 
together with the dozens of dealers who 
displayed their wares — it was a dream 
come true, Yes, the whole day was devoted 
entirely to wrestling and boxing. On this 
one memorable Sunday, New York’s famed 
Lexington Hotel was converted into a 
mecca for wrestling and boxing fans and 
collectors. 

Sports fans eagerly looked over the num- 
erous displays of merchandise, hoping to 
find something to add to their collection. 
And find they did. The dealers whetted the 
fans’ appetites with everything from old 
souvenir programs and rare posters to 
autographed pictures and much more. 

It was a question of what to do first: talk 
to fellow fans, browse at the tables or view 
Bruno Sammartino and Billy Graham 
battling it out on closed circuit TV. 

Dozens of tables were filled with every- 
thing imaginable to delight the fans. 
Throughout the day, door prizes ‘were 
awarded, and there wasn’t a soul who 
didn’t leave the hotel with something new 


SLIM INCHES AWAY IN 
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BoDY TAPER-TRIM SHIRT 


Puts power in your sex 
appeal as it reshapes you to 
more manly ‘‘tapered” 
proportions! 
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to add to their wrestling libraries. 

The organizers of the event, Rasslin’ 
Wonders and On the Mat, in conjunction 
with Intercontinental Boxing, were very 
pleased with the large turnout. ‘‘There 
have been all sorts of conventions in the 
past, everything from Star Trek to comic 
books to stamps and coins,’’ said one of 
the promoters. ‘We just felt the time was 
right for wrestling and boxing flea market 
type of convention, and we’re very happy 
that everyone had such a good time. We 
hope to have another show of this nature 
sometime in the near future.”’ 

What was the most popular item at the 
show? ‘‘Anything with Muhammad Ali or 
Bruno Sammartino on it’’ said one of the 
dealers. ‘‘The fans really love those guys. 

All told, it was truly an exciting day; an 
ideal way to spend a Sunday afternoon, 
and a day which everyone in attendance 
will surely remember for a long time. 

Can’t wait for the next one. 


ATTENTION WRESTLING FANS 


A limited number of the valuable Ist edi- 
tion of Wrestling Monthly have been 
found. Only $10 each, including postage. 
Sendto: Valuable Ist Edition, 

P.O. Box 452, 

Pleasantville, N.Y. 10514 





















KUNG-FU - KARATE 


Learn unbeatable fighting power 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 





CERTIFICATE AWARDED 
getwis MEW ORIENT KARATE SCHOOL 


write: Dept 30C Box 5, Avon, N.J. 07717 
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Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


You can't turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
scientifically prescribed meals. Don’t let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerlully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day. 
HERCUPLAN Program is now ply $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $10.98 Send to: 
RUSH Industries, Inc., Dept. HU74D 
300 Park Ave. South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 












RINGSPORT 
5(R) Stockland St., Caerphilly, Mid-Glam. 
Gt. Britain, CF8 1GD. 


GENE GORDON has outstanding wres- 
tling photos available, 8x10 size only. All 
top southern stars from 1950 to present in- 
cluding many color shots. Three lists: girls, 
men, and midgets. Send two 10¢ stamps for 
each list to: 413 N. Deal Avenue, Newton, 
N.C. 28658. 


OVERSEAS READERS 
U.S.A. and Canada. Dollar bills please to 
avoid heavy bank charges. Impossible to 
accept cheques and money orders. No 
coins. 


RINGSPORT 
Wrestling Magazine 
Pinups of the British T.V. Stars. Fully illus- 
trated on gloss paper. RINGSPORT is 
written by experienced men in combat 
sports, and is read throughout the world. 
Subscription 12 issues £4.50p ($10.00) 


ALL GIRLS COMBAT BOOKLET 
Photos strong women and lady wrestlers, 
on gloss paper. 50p ($1.00 Airmail) 


PROSTATE 


RELIEF 


Sleep SS discomforts due to 
Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy (BPH), such 
as getting up nights (nocturia), dribbling, 
urgency and undue retention are often 
relieved by PROSTEX, This now famous 
formula is used by many doctors. 


Read the complete fascinating story on 
how it was discovered and details of its 
use. Send for FREE LITERATURE today. 


UXBRIDGE PHARMACAL CO. 
Dept. A-29 132 Adams St. 
lewton, Mass. 02158 





MEN...WOMEN... 


SAUNA SLIM SUIT 
WORKS IN MINUTES 
TO MELT INCHES OFF! 


Join the Slim Set Today — Lose 
inches quickly and effortlessly 
Sauna Slim Suit works like a 
Sauna bath . Locks in body 
heal as you shrink inches off 

Wear it while you work or just 
relaxing. Sauna Slim Suit 
does the work, you don't... To 
help Keep your new slimmer 
figure receive our unique slim 


quide absolutely free. Start los 

ing inches instead of time 

Order today One size fits all ( 
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Only $9.98, Special 2 for $17.98. 


Send to Rush Industries, Inc. 
Dept. HR74D 300 Park Ave. South, . 
New York, N.Y. 10010 
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Snuka had become vicious. He was now 
clearly out to injure or destroy his oppo- 
nent. It was no longer enough to merely de- 
feat the opponent. And Rogers was ever- 
present in his corner encouraging Snuka to 
“‘destroy.”’ 

As for Rogers, although he signed for 
several matches, he never showed up for 
any of them. When asked why he didn’t 


Buddy Rogers returned to the wrestling 
world last year. His first television appear- 
ance pitted him against the reigning ‘‘Na- 
ture Boy’’, Ric Flair, in a battle to prove 
which wrestler’s Figure Four Leglock was 
the most devastating. 

Rogers, the inventor of the hold, stated 
that ‘‘No one could improve upon perfec- 
tion.’”’ He went on to say that Ric Flair was 
not even applying the hold properly. Flair show up, he claimed that he had an ear 
brought friend and protege, Len Denton, 4 problem which made being in an arena or 


out to demonstrate. Although Flair tried ; coliseum excruciatingly painful — specifi- 
not to apply much pressure, it was obvious Buddy cally fan noise. Local promoters appealed 





from the expression on Denton’s face that to the N.W.A. and received an order re- 
it was a very painful hold. While Flair was quiring Rogers to appear at scheduled 
still on the floor in the hold, Rogers began R 9 matches or forfeit his manager’s license as 
to kick him in the back and head and then O ers well as his wrestler’s license. With the help 
retreated before Flair could retaliate. This g of his doctor, he obtained an ear-shaped 
was the beginning of the return of @ cover to block the noise. Now that 
Buddy Rogers. that problem was solved, fans waited 
Since that time, Rogers has become Controversial to see if Rogers’ wrestling would live 
the center of much controversy as well as up to the legend of his past. 
outright rage from fans. For several weeks But fans are still waiting because Buddy 
nothing more was heard from Rogers. eturn O Rogers seldom wrestles. He is, however, al- 
Then, out of the blue, he appeared again, ways to be seen in the corner of the men he 
acting as manager of Jimmy Snuka who, manages. 


until this time, had been a fan favorite. 4 The Buddy Rogers ‘‘family’’ rapidly 
Outwardly it was obvious that Snuka had res l I 1g grew from one man to several: Jimmy Snu- 


gone through a few changes. He was no ka, John Studd, Ken Patera, and occasion- 


longer neat and well-groomed. His appear- by Laura Zoffka ally Ernie Ladd. On rare occasions Rogers 
ance now resembled that of a wild man — ' dons his trunks and stands on the ring 
hair flowing every which way, unshaven apron during six-man tag team matches. 
face, and bloodshot eyes. His previously Two of his ‘‘family’’ do the wrestling and 
bare feet were now encased in shiny black set up the opponent so that Rogers can en- 
boots. There was no sign of the ‘‘usual’’ ter, apply his Figure Four Leglock, be de- 
Jimmy Snuka. Fans wondered how deep clared the winner, do his famous strut and 
these changes went. They soon found out. walk out of the ring. 
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When Ric Flair and Black Jack Mulligan 
defeated Paul Jones and Baron von 
Raschke for the World Tag Team titles, Ric 
Flair was ordered to relinquish one of the 
titles — either the United States title or the 
Tag Title. Flair chose to give up the U.S. ti- 
tle which he-had held for well over a year 
with no defeats. A tournament was held 
and it came down to two men—Ricky 
Steamboat against Jimmy Snuka. It was a 
long and brutal match with both men using 
leaps from the top rope, along with various 
flying maneuvers. In the end it was Jimmy 
Snuka who prevailed and who is now the 
United States Heavyweight Champ. 

If you ask any fan in this Mid-Atlantic 
area what one thing they will remember 
most about the present day Buddy Rogers, 
they will probably mention one of two spe- 
cific incidents: In early Sept., Mr. Wres- 
tling I (Tim Woods) was scheduled to wres- 
tle Jimmy Snuka in a non-title match. It 
was a fairly even match until Snuka man- 
aged to weaken Mr. Wrestling I by ram- 
ming his head into the turnbuckle. Since 
that alone was not enough to defeat him, 
Snuka applied his version of the ‘‘Guillo- 
tine.’’ After rendering Wrestling I nearly 
unconscious, Snuka rolled him onto his 
stomach, climbed to the top rope and 
crashed down on the back of Wrestling I’s 
neck with his knee. Time and again he 
climbed and jumped until Mr. Wrestling 
was totally unconscious. Referee Tommy 
Young tried in vain to stop Snuka but Rog- 
ers ordered him on until several other wres- 
tlers entered the ring. Once Snuka and 
Rogers had departed, the referee and wres- 
tlers devoted their full attention on. Mr. 
Wrestling. 

After several minutes he regained con- 
sciousness with a scream. Jim Brunzell and 
Johnny Weaver attempted to turn him over 
but Wrestling I begged them not to touch 
him. Oh, so slowly Mr. Wrestling worked 
his body into alignment and eased himself 
over onto his back. A stretcher and back- 
board were sent for and Mr. Wrestling 
gradually inched his way across the ring to 
the apron. He was eased onto the board 
and the stretcher with the help of five of the 
wrestlers, each supporting a different part 
of his body in an attempt to avoid any fur- 
ther damage. Carried out of the arena, he 
spent a week in the hospital in traction and 
in a cervical collar. After his release he ap- 
peared at the television studio where he was 
attacked from behind, once again by Jim- 
my Snuka and Buddy Rogers. Mr. Wres- 
tling I returned to the hospital where he 
was again in traction, this time for a 
month. When he returned to the television 
studio after this release, he had his new 
‘friend’? and partner with him—a steel 
baseball bat. Mr. Wrestling removed his 
mask and said he would not put it on again 
until he repaid Jimmy Snuka and Buddy 
Rogers in kind. Now, Tim Woods is known 
as “‘Batman.”’ 

Mr. Rogers did not get away without any 
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punishment. The N.W.A. summoned him 
to appear for disciplinary measures. And it 


was reported that N.W.A. president Bob 
| Geigel fined him the largest sum of money 
" in the history of pro wrestling. 


The other Rogers incident which caused 
furor was a rumor that he had been hypno- 
tizing his men before their matches. For a 
long time it was merely that—a rumor. 
Then Rogers ‘stated that it was indeed a 
fact! He said that about 20 minutes before 
a match he hypnotized Snuka, Studd and 
Patera, so that they would be impervious to 
pain; and that nothing except a direct com- 
mand from him would step them from de- 
stroying their opponent. 

The fans have seen these men in action 
and absolutely nothing stops them. As a 
tag team they are undefeated, in any com- 
bination of the three. In single matches on- 
ly one of the three has been defeated—Jim 
Brunzell defeated Ken Patera for the Mid- 
Atlantic Heavyweight title. Patera has been 
unable to injure or defeat Brunzell and that 
fact has turned Patera into an even more 
devastating wrestler. 

Buddy Rogers has returned to the world 
of wrestling. There is no doubt of that. 
How long he remains active may very well 
rest in the hands of Tim Woods, On an or- 
der from the N.W.A. Rogers must team 
with Snuka in a match against Woods and 
the partner of his choice. Tim Woods has 
chosen Ric Flair as his partner. Both of 
these men have a score to settle with Rogers 
in particular, and Snuka in general. There 
is also the fact that Ric Flair was never de- 
feated by Snuka for the U.S. title, and Flair 
wants a title match. So far Snuka has man- 
aged to avoid giving Ric that match. 
Should Woods and Flair defeat Snuka and 
Rogers, Snuka may very well be forced into 
giving Flair that match. 

At this time Rogers seems to be focusing 
his sole attention on John Studd—and on 
ways for Studd to antagonize and humiliate 
Black Jack Mulligan. On one occasion 
Rogers and Studd attacked Mulligan dur- 
ing an interview while he was in street 
clothes. Together they shredded Mulligan’s 
clothes and opened a large cut in Mulli- 
gan’s head. On another occasion Rogers 
and Studd entered the ring area during one 
of Mulligan’s matches. While Rogers 
talked, Studd shredded the favorite hat of 
“‘Big’’ Jack. This action left Mulligan in a 
rage and he made the statement that re- 
gardless of the amount of money Studd 
placed on his head—rumored to be 
$10,000—he would not rest until Studd was 
finished for good. 

These three men, along with the ever- 
present Buddy Rogers, will have a chance 
to satisfy their hatred in a special Texas 
Bunkhouse match where Studd and Mulli- 
gan will be dressed in street clothes—and 
boots with spurs. The match will continue 
without interruption until one man is un- 
able to continue. 
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Rogers’ 
Bitterest 
Enemies 


RIC FLAIR 
2 
TIM WOODS 
——___—_—___—_ 
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conertewcire Pete Of The Beauties _ 


Early in the title bout 
Williams had Kai all tied 
up with a leg sissors. 
Note both women 
wrestle without any 
boots. 





The lady tag team 
champions, LeLani Kai 
and Judy Martin, await 
their introductions 
before defending their 
belts. 





In the other corner of 
the ring Joyce Grable 
and Vicki Williams 
await a shot at the team 
that had upset them for 
the title. 
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Vicki Williams invited 
Judy Martin into the 
ring the hard way — 
flipping her over the top 
rope. The bout between 
the four gals was action- 
packed from start to 
finish. 


Judy Martin makes 
Joyce Grable suffer by 
twisting her arm. All 
four wrestlers showed 
the fans that they really 
knew their stuff. 
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LeLani Kai and Judy 
Martin do a little 
teamwork of their own. 
Joyce Grable’s hair 
stood on end when she 
was the victim ofa 
double atomic drop- 
hold. 





Joyce Grable and Vicki 
Williams combined their 

efforts to work over ‘ 
. LeLani Kai's leg. The 

referee often had his 

hands full making sure 

there was only one girl 

from each team in the 

ring ata time. 


Joyce Grable found out 
it is dangerous to get 
caughtin your 
opponent’s corner when 
Judy Martin used the 
ropes to choke her. 





BRUISER BOB 
SWEETAN AND MIKE 
GEORGE 


In late 1979 Cowboy Bill Watts and 
Colonel Buck Robley finally managed to 
take the Mid South Tag Team Cham- 
pionship from their hated rivals — Bruiser 
Bob Sweetan and Mike George. Watts and 
Robley were on the top of the tag team 
world in Louisiana and Mississippi. But 
not for long. 

A few days later Bruiser Bob Sweetan 
came on the Championship Wrestling tele- 
vision program wearing a referee’s shirt. 
Sweetan claimed that he and Mike George 
were robbed of the tag team title by a bi- 
ased referee, but that such a thing would 
never happen to them again. Bruiser Swee- 
tan announced that he had filed an applica- 
tion with Mid South Wrestling Association 
president Freddie Miller to become a 
referee. 

**From now on | will referee every one of 
Mike George’s North American Heavy- 
weight title bouts,’ Sweetan told the thou- 
sands listening on television. ‘‘A prejudiced 
referee will never be able to rob us again.”’ 

Matchmaker Grizzly Smith came on tele- 
vision immediately thereafter and an- 
nounced, ‘‘It will be a cold day in hell be- 
fore I ever let Bob Sweetan into the ring as 
a referee in the state of Louisiana.”’ As it 


turned out, Sweetan didn’t wait for Smith ~ 


to ask him. 

Later during the same _ television 
program, Cowboy Bill Watts and Colonel 
Buck Robley entered the ring to defend 
their Mid South Tag Team Championship. 
Their challengers were the potent team of 
Michael Hayes and Terry Gordy who had 
held several regional titles in other areas 
and had earned a shot at Mid South hon- 
ors. It proved to be a very rough match for 
Watts and Robley, but in the end Watts 
was able to pin Michael Hayes. Thus might 
have ended a successful title defense for the 
Cowboy and the Colonel. 

Note that I said might have, for this was 
not the end of the match. It seems that the 
referee was knocked out during the match. 
When Watts pinned Hayes in the middle of 
the ring, a new referee had jumped into the 
ring and counted the fall. And who was the 


Are Sweetan 
And George 


new referee? It was Bob Sweetan still wear- 
ing the referee shirt. A brawl between 
Sweetan and Watts started immediately. 
The Cowboy threw Sweetan from the ring 
and Robley started working over Bruiser 
Bob. 

By now Michael Hayes had recovered. 
The referee was still out so Hayes and Gor- 
dy double-teamed Watts. While Hayes held 
Watts, Terry Gordy climbed to the top rope 
and came sailing down on the Cowboy. 
Watts was knocked out, but the original 
referee of record picked that time to recov- 
er. Hayes quickly covered Watts and the 
referee counted the pin fall and gave the ti- 
tle to Gordy and Hayes, 

There is a big demand for a rematch and 
Watts and Robley are certain to get a 
chance to regain the belts soon. However, it 
appears that there may well be a secret alli- 
ance between ‘‘The Free Birds’’ (as Hayes 
and Gordy are known) and Bruiser Bob 
Sweetan. Certainly it was illegal interfer- 
ence by ‘‘referee’’ Sweetan that led to the 
victory by Gordy and Hayes. 

The Free Birds are the Mid South Tag 
Team Champions and Watts and Robley 


TERRY GORDY AND 


MICHAEL HAYES 
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Mike George controls 
his opponent with an 
arm bar. 


George comes crashing 
down on Mr. Wrestling 
II, the man he captured 
the North American 
Heavyweight 
Championship from. 


20 WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


want that title back. But right now they 
want Bruiser Bob Sweetan even more. They 
also would like nothing better than to take 
the coveted North American Heavyweight 
Championship from Mike George who is 
Bruiser Bob’s partner and friend. However, 
they may have to stand in line for a chance 
to do that. 

There are quite a few other challengers 
on Mike*George’s trail, including several 
former holders of that tithe — namely Ted 
DiBiase, Stan Hansen, Jerry Oates, Dusty 
Rhodes, and Dick Murdock. Without ref- 
eree Sweetan in the ring to help him — and 
we have been assured that Sweetan will 
never be allowed to hold onto the title — 
you can be quite certain that Mike George 
is going to have a difficult time retaining 
the North American Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship against any of those challengers. & 





These Men Are Determined 
‘To Stop George And Sweetan! 


» TED DiBIASE 





COWBOY BILL COLONEL BUCK 
ROBLEY 
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Hurricane Castillo grabs 
Cowboy Frankie Lane 
by the hair as tag team 
partner Carlos Colon 
beats him with a lariat. 


Wildest 
‘Tag Team Battle Ever 


by George Napolitano 


Bayamon, Puerto Rico: Bedlam, confu- 
sion, and near riot conditions was the scene 
at Estadio Loubriel in Bayamon, Puerto 
Rico, when the North American tag team 
champions, Dutch Mantel and Frankie 
Lane tangled with Carlos Carlon and Hur- 
ricane Castillo in front of more than 14,000 
screaming fans in what could have been the 
wildest tag team brawl in wrestling history. 

The four participants in this bout have 
been involved in a raging war for the past 
several months, and it doesn’t seem as if 
this feud will ever end. This vendetta start- 
ed when the reigning champions, Frankie 
Lane and Dutch Mantel, seriously injured 
Puerto Rican star Jose Rivera during a tag 
team match. During the battle, Rivera sus- 
tained serious back and shoulder injuries 
and was sidelined for six weeks, unable to 
move. In an effort to avenge this injury, 
Carlos Colon and Hurricane Catillo 
teamed up with the express purpose of get- 
ting even with Mantel and Lane. 

“‘Those two guys will get what’s coming 
to them,’’ Colon vowed before the match. 
“What they did was a cowardly act and | 
will personally see to it that they suffer for 
the injuries that they gave Jose.”’ 

Castillo also was very upset that Jose Ri- 
vera had been injured and added his own 
comments on the subject. *‘Carlos and I 
have vowed to get even with those two cra- 
zy guys. In the past I may have been ac- 
cused of doing the same sort of thing my- 
self, but I never hit anyone from behind. 
That’s the coward’s way of fighting. To- 
night, Carlos and I are really going to teach 
those two lunatics a lesson.”’ 

No matter what Colon and Castill had to 
say, ‘‘Dirty’’ Dutch Mantel and Cowboy 
Frankie Lane were not taking the two 


“Puerto Rican stars seriously. ‘“We’ll do 
the same thing to Castillo and Colon that 
we did to Jose Rivera,’’ Mantel bragged be- 
fore their match. *‘They better have a bed 
reserved in the nearby hospital because 
they’re going to need it after Dutch and I 
are through with them,’’ Cowboy Frankie 
Lane added. 

The champions, Mantel and Lane, were 
the first combatants into the ring and they 
yelled and screamed at the crowd, exchang- 
ing verbal insults with the many fans in at- 
tendance. 

Finally, after a several minute wait, Car- 
los Colon and Hurricane Castillo emerged 
from the dugout leading to the ring. Ac- 
tually, the’two favorites charged out of the 
ring and ran directly towards Lane and 
Mantel. From this moment on the four 
wrestlers tore at each other without let up. 

Although the match was supposed to be 
a regular tag team match, the bout was not 
conducted in this fashion at all. The match 
was more of a Battle Royal with both Col- 
on and Castillo battling Lane and Mantell 
in non-stop fashion, There was so much ac- 
tion packed into this 35-minute brawl that 
it would be truly impossible to describe it 
all accurately. 

At about the 20-minute mark, Cowboy 
Frankie Lane and Dutch Mantel beat a has- 
ty retreat to their dressing room. It looked 
to all like the villainous duo were giving up. 
But Carlos Colon and Hurricane Castillo 
decided that they still had some unfinished 
business to attend to. With this in mind, 
Colon and Castillo followed Lane and 
Mantel into the dressing room and there 
they continued their battle. Finally, Colon 
and Castillo dragged Cowboy Frankie 
Lane and Dutch Mantel out of the dressing 
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Carlos Colon grabs 

Dutch Manitell by the 
hair and pummels his 
forehead with his fist. 


Later, during the wild 
contest, itis Mantell 
who has the upper hand 
as he pulls a very bloody 
Colon by the hair. 


Colon continues to 
punish Lane with the 
lariat Frankie originally 
brought into the ring. 


room and back onto the field. When these 
four emerged on the field again, the 14,000 
fans went wild. Colon battered Lane all 
around the field as Castillo did the same to 
Dutch Mantel. 

Eventually, Frankie Lane and Dutch 
Mantel were able to escape the grasps of 
Colon and Castillo and made it safely back 
to the dressing room, bloody and badly 
beaten. 

Although Carlos Colon and Hurricane 
Castillo were not officially declared the 
winners of the match that night, one 
couldn’t tell the Puerto Rican stars that 
they didn’t win the war this time. In the fu- 
ture there certainly will be more bouts 
scheduled, bodies bruised, blood shed. 
With the action now These four have no love for each other and 
outside the ring, Colon Carlos Colon, Hurricane Castillo, Dutch 
rears back before nailing © Mantel and Frankie Lane will battle each 
Lane with a punch to his other until one of the teams is finally driven 
already cut forehead. out of the Caribbean for good. a 
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Cowboy Frankie Lane 
makes use of his boots 
as he scrapes Carlos 
Colon's eyes with them. 





Battered and bloody, 
but winners in the eyes 
of 14,000 fans, 
Hurricane Castillo and 
Carlos Colon head for 
their dressing room. 


Lane once more makes 

use of his cowboy boots. 
This time he clubs Colon 
over the head with them. 
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Wayne Farris comes 
sailing off the ropes as 
Larry Lathan holds 
Steve Regal helpless ina 
headlock. 


Farris, Lathan, And Davis United 


To make a successful tag team, many in- 
gredients must be blended together. 
Strength, speed, a generous portion of 
wrestling ability and many other qualities 
must be present in the correct proportions. 
The most important ingredient of all is 
teamwork — the ability to work together 
like a machine, to be in the right place 
when your partner needs you, and the in- 
tuition to know what your partner is going 
to do even before he does it. 

Teamwork is the dividing line between 
victory and defeat for a team. It is indeed 
the most vital ingredient in a tag team, and 
that attribute is present in large quantities 
in the Blond Bombers, Wayne Farris and 
Larry Latham. 

It’s no surprise that this team has risen to 
the top in Southern rings, for not only do 
they work well together, they are the closest 
of friends. 

“P’ve known Wayne practically all my 
life,’’ Larry said. ‘‘We’re just like brothers, 
we know each other like a book.”’ 

“Twin sons of different mothers!’’ re- 
marked Sgt. Danny Davis, the team’s man- 
ager. Although not with them when they 
first teamed up, Davis has guided the Bom- 
bers to their greatest successes, first as a 
member of Sonny King’s army, and then 
the leader of his own. Davis has guided 
many wrestlers, but he has been closest to 
Farris and Latham and is present at ring- 
side every time they wrestle. 

Davis began his career as a wrestler, 
trained by Buddy Fuller, but has found his 
career aS a manager more rewarding. He 
says, “‘The early Danny Davis was sort of a 
goof. But Danny Davis grew up to be a 
man. He’s in his right place now. We’re 
here to stay, and we're here to make 
money. With these two guys you can’t go 
wrong.” 

Latham, originally from Louisiana, has 
been wrestling a few years. ‘‘I learned the 
hard way,”’ Larry says, but will go no fur- 
ther into how he got started in the business. 
At about 6 feet and 240 pounds, Latham is 
a rugged wrestler who will go to any 
lengths to win a match with no worry of in- 
by Jim Cornette jury to himself. 

Farris comes from Memphis, Tennessee, 
and has been wrestling about two years. 
Trained at Herb Welch’s wrestling school 
in Dyersburg, Tennessee, Farris started his 
career as a popular wrestler. After a short 
while in Malden, Missouri, he moved over 
to the Memphis circuit and beame a favor- 
ite with the fans. But asked about this pe- 
riod in his career, said ‘‘lt wasn’t going 
anywhere. I was just spinning my wheels.”’ 

Wayne's style of wrestling changed when 
Handsome Jimmy Valiant convinced him 
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A right to the jaw of Larry Lathan sends 
Tommy Gilbert by Australia's Bill Dundee 
Lathan sends him crashing to the mat with 
reeling. a bodyslam. 


Larry Lathan sails 
through the air prior to 
coming down on Steve 
Regal with a vicious 
elbow thrust. 





Sgt. Danny Davis, who 
claims that ‘‘he doesn’t 
interfere in his boys’ 
matches,’’ rips away at 
Jerry Jarrett. 


Larry Lathan and 

Wayne Farris hold a Farris really jolts 

very bloody Steve Kyle **Pretty Boy’’ Michael 
helpless as they await Hayes, another ring 


further instructions tough, with a mighty 
from Sgt. Danny Davis. right to the jaw. 
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that Wayne's cousin, Jerry ‘‘The King’’ 
Lawler, at that time also a fan favorite, had 
been trying to keep him out of wrestling. 
**He wanted to be the big shot in the fami- 
ly, the only one that everybody looked up 
to. He’s a jealous man.”’ Farris and Valiant 
teamed up for a time, but it didn’t last. 
“Jimmy influenced me a little, but it 
wasn't until | teamed up with Larry that we 
gol the tag team belts. | never had a belt 
with Handsome Jimmy.”’ 

Wayne still uses the style of wrestling 
that he adopted when he teamed up with 
Valiant. And he’s much more satisfied with 
it. “I like it a lot better. It fits my personali- 
ty. I’m winning a lot more matches and 
making a lot more money.”’ 

Money seems to be the most important 
thing to this team. Winning means money. 
Money means winning. This is the way they 
think. Neither cares about the fans; or 
what they think. 

“*As long as they pay to come see us, | 
don’t care how they feel,’’ Wayne says. 

Larry says “*I don’t care what they think 
either,’’ *‘because I don’t like the people 
anyway. | don’t like anybody. I don’t even 
like you, but I’m doing this interview as a 
favor. As long as they buy a ticket, that’s 
great. And as far as my opponents, | don’t 
givea about them either!”’ 

If winning means money, the Bombers 
have plenty of it. After being runners-up in 
a tournament to determine the Gulf Coast 
Tag Champions, they came to Memphis 
where they won the Southern Tag Team Ti- 
tles from Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee. 
Now they are well on their way to becom- 
ing the longest reigning champions in the ti- 
tle’s history. Don’t mention the possibility 
of their losing the belts in their presence, 
because both men will say approximately 
the same thing—‘'We are the champions, 
we’re the best, and we'll never lose these 
belts,—NEVER!”’ 

The match in which they won the belts 
had to be the wildest bout in the history of 
professional wrestling, bar none. Held in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, all four men were 
bleeding when the final pin was made. But 
it didn’t end there. They battled their way 
into the arena’s concession stand, which 
was destroyed by the brawl. Chairs, a huge 
wooden table, a cookie sheet, forks, a table 
cloth, a metal stool, and even a gallon jug 
of mustard were used by all four men. La- 
tham received a deep laceration when Dun- 
dee broke a mop handle over his head. 

“It was jealousy and greed,’’ Wayne 
said. ‘‘They jumped us from behind and 
started to fight in the concession stand. 
That was as low as you could get. Why 
would they want to damage the building 
like that just because they lost their belts?’’ 

“We took their belts and they went 
crazy,”’ ‘But they paid dearly for it. We're 
back alley fighters. That’s the way we like 
ite 

The Bombers don’t care who they wres- 
tle. They even got into a series of matches 


with their promoter, Jerry Jarrett. 

‘He put his nose where it didn’t be- 
long!*’ Latham said. ‘Anytime he does 
that he'll get what he deserves.”” 

If the Bombers were fired, they said, 
they would take the belts with them. So 
Jarrett said he would fire them if they lost 
them. 

“IF! That's a big, big two letter word, 
‘If,’ ’’ says Davis. 

The Bombers have total disdain for most 
of their opponents. ‘‘Terry & Eddie Bould- 
er,’’ Latham says, ‘‘Got a lot of knots all 
over their bodies like a bunch of wasps 
have been stinging them.”’ 

“Yeah, two Muscle Beach boys!’’ Farris 
says. ‘‘They look deformed, all those big 
lumps all over their bodies, it’s a shame 
they let deformed people in a wrestling 
ring.” 

“Tommy and Eddie Gilbert should be 
back on the farm someplace picking cot- 
ton,’’ says Larry. 

**Tommy Gilbert's just an old sharecrop- 
per, and his son Cockeye Junior should be 
out in the field with him.’? The Bombers 
can go on and on with opinions of their op- 
ponents, and you probably won’t find a fa- 
vorable one in the bunch. Farris and La- 
tham have lost a significant number of 
matches on disqualification when the refer- 
ee found Davis in the ring. The Bombers 
deny Davis interferes. 

“He just studies the men, tells us what to 
look out for. He’s a very intelligent man.” 
Latham stated. ‘‘He never interferes. He 
doesn’t have to. He’s got two of the great- 
est wrestlers in the world in Farris and La- 
tham.”’ 

Danny says, ‘‘I never interfere in 
matches. A manager just sits there and in- 
structs his men, and that’s just what I do. 
They do a very good job, they are the epi- 
tome of the South.”’ 

When they have time off, which isn’t of- 
ten, the Bombers just enjoy relaxing, ex- 
cept for one hobby. ‘‘We collect cars.’’ Da- 
vis says. ‘‘We buy a new car every time we 
turn around. It’s a good pastime.” 

They will wrestle anyone. They believe 
they’re unbeatable. ‘‘We like competi- 
tion.’’ Larry says. ‘‘We’re not going to 
lose, regardless, ‘cause if it takes dragging 
up a chair, we'll drag up a chair.’ Wayne 
interjects, ‘‘Our philosophy is win at ANY 
cost!”’ 

They plan on being a team from now on. 
“larry Latham and Wayne Farris will AL- 
WAYS be together. And wherever we go 
we'll always be the champions,’’ Latham 
says. , 

As has been said before, one of their 
strongest points is the fact that they have 
no fear. They’ll wrestle anyone, anywhere, 
and do anything to win, without regard for 
injury to themselves. But perhaps the final 
word should come from Wayne Farris: 

‘‘When the Blond Bombers fly into 
town, just buy the tickets and be ready to 
see the greatest tag team in the world!’ 
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Jackie Ruffins strains 
his muscles and tries to 
free himself from Dr. 
Jerry Graham Jr.'s full- 


El Brasero pays Graham 
back with some of his 
own medicine for what 
he had done earlier in 


Graham glares at the 
crowd as he twists and 
pulls on El Brasero’s 





by Brian Hildebrand 


High soaring El Brasero 
stops his opponent with 
a flying drop kick. 


**Golden Boy” 
Paul Christy is 
flanked by Rey. 
Tiny Hampton, his 
Spiritual advisor, 
and Ms. Bunny 
Love, his 

personal manager. 





The Masked Stranger 
uses a Small rope to 
choke veteran great 
Bobo Brazil. 
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The Reverend tries to get 
into the action, but 
Bruiser gets the 
satisfaction of punishing 
the interfering advisor. 


Dubbed ‘‘the world’s 
most dangerous 
wrestler’ for good 
reason, Dick follows 
Paul outside the ring. 





Dick The Bruiser had 
control during most of 
the match. Here he 
bends Christy’s arm a 
little. 


The end is near as Dick 
applies the one thing 
that Alka Seltzer won’t 
get rid of — the Bruiser 
stomach claw. 
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Greg Valentine, one of 
professional wrestling’s 
most notorious ring 
rowdies, was gentle as a 
lamb when he met 
Blondie’s lead singer 
Debra Harry, and Chris 
Stein, lead guitar player, 
at Madison Square 
Garden. 


Infamous wrestling 
manager Captain Lou 
Albano was another 
who was quite anxious 
to have his picture 
snapped with the 
beautiful Debra. 
Blondie is one of the 
hottest rock groups in 
the country today, 
having scored big with 
the song, ‘‘A Heart Of 



























Andy found time while 
at Madison Square 

= Garden to try outa side 
headlock of his own on 
wrestling’s Gorilla 
Monsoon. 


Andy Kaufman, one of 
the stars of the popular 
television show ‘‘Taxi’’, 

was another recent 

visitor to the wrestling 
matches. Seen left to 

right in this photograph 

are Edd Griles, Dusty Rhodes, 
Andy and Ken Walz. 
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Stars Visit Madison Square Garden 


by George Napolitano 





Freddie Blassie, one of 
the sports most colorful 
managers, points out a 
few interesting things to 
Kaufman, 





i ote = 4! 
Two of the most famous 
blondes in all of New 
York City, Debra Harry, 
lead singer of rock 
group Blondie, and 
Handsome Jimmy 
Valiant pose together at 
a recent Madison Square 
Garden wrestling card. 
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BOBBY HEENAN 
AND NICK 
BOCKWINKEL 


SUPER DESTROYERS 


MARK II & Ill 


Bobby Heenan 


Feuds With Lord 


Alfred Hayes 


Have you heard that Bobby ‘‘The 
Brain’’ Heenan was reinstated as a wrestler 
and manager by the A.W.A.? Or that bitter 
rivals The Crusher and Lord Alfred Hayes 
are wrestling together as a tag team? 

To explain things more fully and show 
how the above two facts are interrelated 
let’s turn back the hands of time just a bit. 
A couple of years ago Bobby Heenan and 
his family of wrestlers were dominating the 
ring action in the A.W.A. 

The controversial blond from California 
was named manager of the year for three 
consecutive years by the A.W.A., although 
he was hated intensely by both the fans and 
ring rivals. 

He had an unbelievable stable of 
wrestlers, and had brought them all to 
main events — and in many cases, major 
titles. His crowning achievement came 
when his men were in contro! of both the 
A.W.A. World's Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship (Nick Bockwinkel) and _ the 
A.W.A. World’s Tag Team Title (Black 
Jack. Lanza and ‘“‘Big Bad’’ Bobby Dun- 
cum.) Sure he was hated! But he was very 
good at what he was doing. 

Then things started to go bad for the 
Heenan camp. Greg Gagne and Jim 
Brunzell broke his hold on the A.W.A. 
titles by upsetting Lanza and Duncum for 
the tag team belt. 

Duncum, suffering from some injuries at 
the time, stepped out of the picture tem- 
porarily. Mot being one to sit back on past 
laurels, Heenan soon signed up Bob Orton 
Jr. to form a new tag team with Lanza. 
They were very good together, and in fact 
came quite close to winning the title back 
from Gagne and Brunzell. 

Bobby had a little bit of a problem with 
Orton. He didn’t just like to defeat his 
opponents, he loved to dish out extra 
punishment long after they were able to 
defend themselves from his vicious attacks. 
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The end for Orton in A.W.A. rings came 
after a particularly wild TV bout against a 
rookie wrestler. That particular match saw 
Orton at his worst, as he gave his hapless 
rival pile-driver after pile-driver. Needless 
to say, the young man had to be carried 
from the ring. A.W.A. President Stanley 
Blackburn had seen enough and im- 
mediately suspended Orton from com- 
peting in the A.W.A. 

Naturally Heenan was furious with 
Blackburn’s ruling. He claimed that his 
man was doing nothing more than, 
“showing that snot-nosed kid just how 
rough it was in the big leagues. If he 
couldn’t take it, couldn’t defend himself, 
he should have never stepped foot in the 
ring with a member of the Bobby Heenan 
family.” 

During a special hearing held at A.W.A 
offices about Orton’s suspension, Heenan 
became so irate that he physically struck 
Blackburn. For his actions, Heenan also 
was given a suspension. This left A.W.A. 


Champion Nick Bockwinkel alone to face | 


his many dangerous challengers, without 
Heenan in his corner to advise him. 

While this was going on another 
wrestler-manager, Lord Alfred Hayes, 
appeared on the scene. He brought with 
him: a deadly masked wrestler known as 
The Super Destroyer. 

The two were the terrors of the rings of 
the A.W.A. They racked up a long im- 
pressive streak of victories and looked 
invincible until they ran into a wrestler by 
the name of The Crusher. ‘‘The Wrestler 
who made Milwaukee famous’’ trounced 
The Super Destroyer in a wild cage match 
held in Denver, Colorado. 

Hayes seemed to take the setback in 
stride and soon appeared back on the scene 
with a new masked man, called The Super 
Destroyer Mark II. 

His lordship claimed that his new man 





LORD ALFRED HAYES 
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was not only bigger and stronger, that he 
had been programmed by Hayes to succeed 
where his first protege had failed. 

And for awhile it appeared that Hayes’ 
boasts would surely come true. Men such 
as Rufus R. Jones, Larry Hennig, and 
Chief Peter Maivia, were soundly defeated 
by S.D. Il and run out of the A.W.A. 

But the Crusher remained a thorn in the 
side of Hayes and his hooded friend. Their 
bouts were all-out wars with no one really 
gaining a sound advantage. The height of 
their feud came when The Crusher dressed 
up Lord Littlebrook in a tuxedo and hired 
him as his manager. He even went so far as 
to challenge Alfred and the masked 
wrestler of mystery to face the two of them 
in a tag team match. That night Hayes and 
S.D.II really outdid themselves in violence. 
They used a foreign object on Littlebrook, 
and sent him to the hospital to receive 
numerous stitches. 





Things looked good for the Super 
Destroyer Mark II and his mentor Lord 
Alfred Hayes. The Englishman brought in 
yet another masked wrestler and called him 
The Super Destroyer Mark III. 

Hayes boasted it would just be a matter 
of time before his two masked proteges 
would capture the A.W.A. World Tag 
Team Title. But, lo and behold, when they 
were granted a title match with kingpins 
Verne Gagne and Mad Dog Vachon, they 
were dealt a crushing defeat. 

A couple of weeks later there was 
another dark day for The Super Destroyer 
Mark Il. He was upset by a newcomer to 
A.W.A. rings, Dino Bravo. To make 
matters worse it was a TV bout, so 
everyone who follows A.W.A, wrestling 
saw the contest. 

A short time passed and Hayes and the 
two masked men were matched to compete 
in another TV contest. Before the start of 


the bout, The Super Destroyer Mark Il 
grabbed the microphone from announcer 
Al DeRusha’s hand, and said he had an 
announcement. He first informed Hayes 
that he was firing him, then he brought 
Bobby Heenan into the ring and announced 
that Ae was his new manager. 

In a later interview more details came 
out. S.D.II said that Hayes had handled 
him badly, and caused him two em- 
barrassing defeats. He was extremely upset 
about losing to Dino Bravo, claiming that 
Lord Alfred had told him before the match 
that he was nothing to worry about. 

Heenan also explained how he had been 
allowed back on the A.W.A. scene. He 
boasted that he had used the best lawyers 
money could buy to win back his license. 
The attorneys had gotten the A.W.A. on 
the technicality that they were preventing 
Heenan from earning a living legally. 

Then, in a real bombshell, Heenan 
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THE CRUSHER VS 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 
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DINO BRAVO 


appeared a week later with both masked 
men. He boasted that Hayes’ services were 
no longer required. Then in a complete 
turnaround, Heenan fired The Super 
Destroyer Mark III during a TV interview, 
claiming that he wasn’t good enough to be 
II’s partner. 

When Hayes was asked his opinion on 
what had recently happened, he had this to 
say, ‘I’m thoroughly surprised at the lack 
of loyalty displayed by The Super 
Destroyer Mark II. Sure we had a couple of 
setbacks, but we could have worked things 
out, and overcame them. Heenan is the 
lowest form of human vermin. He can do 
nothing to further the career of Mark II. 
He is a common manager, I’m a mentor; 
there is a world of difference. Then this 
Heenan chap has the audacity to handle 
this poor misguided Mark Ill. To meddle 
with a man’s career such as he did is an 
utter disgrace.”’ 

Enter The Crusher once more into the 
picture. He had earned a title match with 
A.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Champion 
Nick Bockwinkel. The champ wasn’t 
worried, he admitted that Crusher was a 
worthy challenger, but now with Heenan 
being allowed in his corner, the victory was 
sure to be his. 

When the match came it looked as if 
Bockwinkel’s prediction might come true. 
While Heenan was busy distracting the 
referee, Bockwinkel mounted the top rope 
to finish off The Crusher with an illegal 
kneedrop. All of a sudden Hayes appeared 
at ringside and pushed the unsuspecting 
Bockwinkel off the top strand. 

After Nick fell to the canvas, The 
Crusher covered him for a pin. The match 
was later declared no-contest, and the title 
reverted back to Nick because of the 
outside interference by both Heenan and 
Hayes. 

Although Hayes and Crusher certainly 
don’t care much for each other due to past 
conflicts, they have now formed a tag team 
in the hopes of destroying their mutual 
enemy Heenan. As Crusher put it, ‘I’ve hit 
Hayes so many times, he looks like a 
punching bag to me. I know he didn’t push 
Bockwinkel off the ropes because he 
wanted to save my neck. He wanted 
revenge on Heenan for sneaking around. 
That is all right with me. If he hates that 
weasel Heenan, we are now best of friends 
and together we will run those bums out of 
Crusher Country.”’ G& 
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I want to start out this column by thank- 
ing all of those who have sent us reports on 
wrestling from around the globe. The fol- 
lowing fans and officials contributed news: 
Kathy Nix, Tony Harn, Mario Reyes, Ray 
Kelly, Boyd Pierce, Bill Wilson, John Pinz- 
ker, Larry Matysik, Allan Cooper, Pat Ma- 
lone, Scott Teal, Jeff Walton, S.H. Barker, 
Karen Beckman, Larry Johnson, David 
Koss, John Regoli, Darren West, Pat Mil- 
ler, Cathy Carr, George Labash, David 
Abernathy, Mike Abbey, Diane Devine, 
Marilea Neidzial, Tom Burke, Walt Wolan- 
sky Jr., Randy Hales, Kathy Dowd, Elic 
Zarlenga, Bill Hill, Mike Pochuski, Roger 
Deem, Eloise Mascorro, Joan McGuire, 
Rocco Buttofoco Jr., Paul Abbinate, Keith 
Ferguson, Barry Rose, Norman Dooley, 
Joanne Moore, Jerry Fortner, Dave Thom- 
son, Harold Jr. Degenhart Jr., Mitchel 
Drucker, Tom D’Arrigo, Earle Bellows, 
Eric Weissman, Michael Bauman, Brian 
Hildebrand, Neal Gale, Jim Busche, Eric 
Goldenberg, Ray Malosiecji Jr., David 
Richman, Ted Holland, Mike & Cathy 
Clark, Mike O'Hara, Annette Rogers, Len- 
ny Dauber, Kathy Hinds, Darla Staggs, Ida 
Mae Duke, Fred Hornby, Pete Lederberg, 
Steve Ashe, Candace Rummel, George 
Wilkinson, Mike Rand, Bert Prentice, Jaye 
Huey, Larry Cranston, and Terry Robert 
Justice. 

Through their efforts we are able to com- 
pile this column—and make Wrestling 
Magazine the only magazine sold on news- 
stands that covers the entire world of pro- 
fessional wrestling. 

This month We start our journey in Can- 
ada. Our first stop will be in the Canadian 
maritime provinces. The booking office is 
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The cards 


in this area are few and far between during 
the winter months. This is probably for a 
combination of reasons, but mainly be- 
cause of hockey and the weather. The are- 
nas are often booked solid with hockey 
games and the weather makes travel diffi- 
cult. But come spring and summer, this 
area is one of the ‘*hot’’ spots of the sport. 
At last report Killer Karl Krupp held the 
area heavyweight championship. Among 
the stars who have appeared here regularly 
are: The Great Malumba, The Beast, Ste- 
phen Pettipas, The Cuban Assassin, Leo 
Burke, Emile Dupre, Goldie Rogers, The 
UFO, Antonio Rico, Paul Peller, and The 
Alaskan. 

Continuing our journey west, still in 
Canada, we next come to Montreal. Al- 
though this area has wrestling the year 
round, action has been somewhat limited 
the last few years compared to a few sea- 
sons earlier. The top stars include Edouard 
Carpentier, Gino Britto, Raymond Ro- 
geau, Serge Dumont, and Johnny War Ea- 
gle. These veterans are all well known 
around the world and have been augment- 
ed by some younger local grapplers on the 
way up including Kevin Karson, Yves Val- 
lancourt, Richard Charland, Pierre Lefeb- 
vre, Mr. Haiti, Michel Robert, Raul Du- 
plerus, and Michel Morrin. 

At our next stop, Toronto, we first en- 
counter super major league cards. Promo- 
ter Frank Tunney holds membership in 
three major promotion alliances—the 
A.W.A., the N.W.A., and the W.W.F. All 
three heavyweight champions have ap- 
peared here and have defended their titles 
here in recent months. The biggest star cur- 
rently, however, is Dewey Robertson who 
holds the area title. He has turned back re- 


cent challenges from Ken Patera, Gene 
Kiniski, and Greg Valentine. And in a big 
match—though not for the titlkh—Robert- 
son bested Nick Bockwinkel. That should 
result in Robertson getting a shot at the 
A.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. Another new wrestler on the Toronto 
scene who is to be watched closely is the 
original Intelligent Sensational Destroyer, 
who has wrestled mainly in Japan during 
recent years and is now back in North 
America. He has been coming on strong in 
recent months. The Destroyer is one of the 
most famous and most successful masked 
grapplers in our sport’s history and could 
well become Robertson’s most persistent 
challenger. There appears to be a pipeline 
between Toronto and Mid Atlantic promo- 
tions, as virtually all of the top stars cur- 
rently appearing in the Carolinas and Vir- 
ginia also make their way to Toronto on a 
regular basis. 

Moving West still in Canada—we next 
come to Winnipeg, Manitoba. The wrestler 
who has really captured the heart of this 
city is Dino Bravo, the Canadian Heavy- 
weight Champion, who, in recent months, 
has defended his title here regularly. In 
fact, Bravo came very close to being 
crowned A.W.A. World’s Heavyweight 
Champion in a recent match here against 
Nick Bockwinkel. King Kong Mosca is an- 
other man who has been on the scene a lot. 
The former bad man of the Canadian Foot- 
ball League is now one of the most success- 
ful matmen in Canada. Verne Gagne and 
Mad Dog Vachon have also defended their 
A.W.A. World’s Tag Team Championship 
here several times recently. 

Continuing westward to Calgary, Alber- 
ta, we find that Promoter Stu Hart contin- 
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ues with great success. His success is based 
a lot on the fact that he has three sons— 
Brett, Bruce, and Keith—all top grapplers 
among his stars. Larry Lane holds the area 
heavyweight crown at present while one of 
the top tag teams on the scene is that of the 
Lewis Brothers—Gene and Dale—who 
have both been top grapplers for several 
years now but until recently haven't teamed 
up ona regular basis. 

Reaching the Canadian Pacific Coast, 
we find Yaki Joe the top man right now in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. As we go to 
press he holds both the area singles crown 
and tag team crown with Bobby Bass as his 
partner. Veteran grapplers Don Leo Jona- 
than, Stan Stasiak, Eric Froelich, and Gene 
Kiniski all make their homes in this beauti- 
ful area and add class to many of the cards, 
Others who have appeared in recent 
months in Vancouver include Seigfreid 
Stanke, Chris Colt, Rick Mantel, Greg 
Lake, Sonny Starr, Garry Morrow, Ed 
Moreitti, and Mike Ellison. 

South of the Canadian-American border 
we travel to Seattle, Washington, where we 
find that Brute Miller and Sweet William, 
two Australian grapplers, have teamed up 
to win the area tag team crown. They are 
known as The Sheepherders or The Kiwis 
and have turned back all challengers for 
many months. Another tag team on the 
scene here regularly is that of Jesse Ventura 
and Adrian Adonis. This combination ap- 
pears here regularly and also appears on 
A.W.A. promotions in the midwest. 

Going down to Portland, Oregon, we 
find that promoter Don Owen has virtually 
the same cast of characters on his cards in 
that city. Among the other grapplers who 
have been very impressive in Oregon rings 
recently are Dutch Savage, Tony Borne, 
Stan Stasiak, Playboy Buddy Rose, and 
Ricky Hunter. 

Next stop south is San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. The city on the bay is another stop 
where wrestling action has been cut down 
from what it was just a year or two back. 
At last report Bruiser Bob Sweetan held the 
United States Heavyweight Crown here, 
winning it from Ron Starr. Stars who have 
appeared here recently include Pepper Go- 
mez, Steve Strong, Coloso Colsetti, Jerry 
Monti, Pat Barrett, and George Wells. 
There seems to be a real pipeline of talent 
going back and forth between San Francis- 
co and the Kansas City Booking Office. 

Making a big jump across the Pacific 
Ocean to the country of Japan where pro- 
fessional wrestling is the major sport, we 
find three major league promotions, all do- 
ing very well. We'll cover them one at a 
time, although not in any way indicating a 
rank for each promotion. 

The New Japan Wrestling Corporation 
holds membership in the National Wres- 
tling Federation, the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration, and the National Wrestling Alli- 
ance. The biggest star for this promotion is 
Antonio Inoki who holds the N.W.F. 


heavyweight crown and also the World's 
Martial Arts Championship. In fact, in late 
1979 Inoki captured the World Wrestling 
Federation Heavyweight Championship 
from Bob Backlund; but lost it back to 
Backlund in a rematch. There are several 
other high-ranking international stars in 
this group: Tatsumi “‘Dragon”’ Fujinami 
holds the World Wrestling Federation Jun- 
ior Heavyweight Championship and Seiji 
Sakaguchi and Riki Choshu hold the 
N.W.F. tag team crowns. Among the top 
visitors recently to this promotional group 
have been Greg Valentine, Tiger Jeet 
Singh, Masa Saito, Pedro Morales, Johnny 
Powers, and Nikolai Volkoff. Other Jap- 
anese grapplers who wrestle on New Japan 
promotions are Kantaro Hoshino, Kengo 
Kimura, Osamu Kido, Shozo ‘‘Strong” 
Kobayashi, Kotetsu Yamamoto, and Kuni- 
aki Kobayashi. 

The International Wrestling Enterprise 
holds membership in the International 
Wrestling Association and the American 
Wrestling Association. Rusher Kimura is 
currently the leading grappler of this group 
and holds the 1.W.A. Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship. He lost and regained it in 
matches with former A.W.A. Champion 
Verne Gagne in late 1979, then turned back 
the challenge of The Mongolian Stomper. 
Top visitors recently to this promotional 
group include the Cuban Assassin, Alexia 
Smirnoff, Gypsy Joe, and Ueda (Mr. Ito). 
Regulars on 1I.W.E. promotions include 
The Mighty Inoue, Higo ‘*Animal’’ Hama- 
guchi, The Great Kusatsu, Isamu Tera- 
nishi, Ashura Hara, Goro Tsurumi, Yasu 
Fuji, Devil Murasaki, Snake Amsmi, Ina- 
zuma Jiro, and Mack Mayato. 

The Pacific Wrestling Federation pro- 
motion holds memberships in the National 
Wrestling Alliance and the American Wres- 
tling Association. The biggest star of this 
group is Shohei “‘Giant’’ Baba who holds 
the Pacific Wrestling Federation Heavy- 
weight Championship, Twice during his ca- 
reer Baba has also held the N.W.A, 
World’s. Heavyweight Championship. In 
1974 he won and lost it in matches with 
Jack Brisco, and last year he regained it 
from Harley Race, only to lose it in a re- 
match. This promotional group recently 
held a tag team competition that featured 
top teams from around the world including 
brothers Terry and Dory Funk, the masked 
brothers Mil Mascaras and Dos Caras, The 
Strangler and Mr. Wrestling, Indian stars 
Wahoo McDaniel and Frank Hill, The 
Sheik and Abdullah the Butcher, Tor Ka- 
mata and Kim Ill, Tenryu and Tiger To- 
guchi, Takachiho and Rocky Hata, The 
Great Kojika and The Mighty O’Kuma, 
and Giant Baba and Jumbo Tsuruta. Baba 
and Tsuruta are the champions of the tag 
team division here and they are next sched- 
uled to face the challenge of *‘King Kong”’ 
Brody and ‘‘King Kong’’ Mosca. 

Next we will travel to Korea where recent 
promotions have been affiliated with the 


National Wrestling Federation. Antonio 
Inoki has defended his N.W.F. crown in 
Korea and Tiger Jeet Sing, Tatsumi Fuji- 
nami, and Kantaro Hoshino have been 
among the other visitors. Lee Taishu holds 
the Korean Heavyweight Championship 
and other local stars include Kim Shoshu, 
Shin Risei, Kim Saiahun, Ko Tokumei, and 
Yang Jikuh. The American tag team of Jim 
Dalton and Butch Malone has made several 
appearances in Korea during the past year 
and done very well there. 

Traveling back into the Pacific, the wres- 
tling scene in Australia, New Zealand, and 
Hawaii shows a great many grapplers who 
travel between the United States and Japan 
make visits to these areas as well. The top 
star in the area is High Chief Peter Maivia 
of Samoa who has challenged Harley Race 
for the N.W.A. World's Heavyweight 
Championship several times during the 

)past year in both New Zealand and Hawaii. 

Other stars on the New Zealand scene in- 
clude Rocky Johnson, Samoan Joe, Mr. 
Fuji, Casey Miller, Merv Fortune, Jack 
Claybourne, Ricky Martel, and Johnny 
Garea (brother of Tony who is wrestling in 
the Garolinas). Many of the same men ap- 
pear regularly in Hawaii as well. Siva Afi 
holds the Hawaiian State Heavyweight 
Championship at last report but is being 
challenged%y King Ripper Collins. Others 
on the scene recently in that newest of 
states have included Roddy Piper, Pat Bar- 
rett, Raoul Castro, Jerry Monti, Buck Zum 
Hofe, and Jay *“‘The Alaskan”’ York. 

Coming back to the mainland of the 
United States, we stop in Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia. Promoter Mike Lebell holds mem- 
bership in both the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration and National Wrestling Alliance 
and both N.W.A. Heavyweight Champion 
Harley Race and W.W.F,. Heavyweight 
Champion Bob Backlund have defended 
their titles there recently. At last report The 
Twin Devils held the tag team title here 
while Chavo Guerrero holds the area’s 
Heavyweight Championship. Guerrero has 
recently turned back an impressive list of 
challengers that included ‘‘Bad News’’ Al- 
len Coage, Greg Valentine, and Pat Patter- 
son. Mil Mascaras has also appeared here 
often during the past year and is one of the 
top favorites. The most unpopular man in 
the area may well be Victor Rivera whose 
matches against Mascaras and Bob Back- 
lund in recent months have done nothing to 
make him a favorite of the fans. Wahoo 
McDaniel has also been wrestling in the 
area of late. 

On we go to Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
where veteran promoter Mike London re- 
cently added A.W.A. affiliation to his 
long-time membership in the N.W.A. Ona 
recent card there Nick Bockwinkel turned 
back a challenge to his A.W.A. World title 
from Chavo Guerrero while Wahoo Mec- 
Daniel, who holds the area title, turned 
back Bobby Duncum., Other wrestlers who 
have appeared here regularly in recent 


APRIL, 1980 43 


44 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 





HAYSTACKS CALH OUN 


weeks include Lord Alfred Hayes, Scott 
Casey, Greg Gagne, The Great Goliath, 
Tully Blanchard, Dale Valentine, Tom 
Jones, El Mongol, and Dennis Stamp. 

Traveling into Texas, we first visit the 
San Antonio area promotions of Franko, 
Inc. This organization presents wrestling 
regularly in that city as well as Austin and 
Corpus Christi. Tom Jones held the area 
singles crown at last report. Others in the 
area included The Great Goliath, Tully 
Blanchard, Scott Casey, The Mongol, Dale 
Valentine, Relampago Leon, Leo Seitz, Rip 
Hawk, and Dusty Rhodes. 

The Houston, Texas area has some of the 
finest cards seen anywhere in the world. 
Bruiser Brody recently captured the area’s 
U.S. American title from The Spoiler and 
then turned back the challenge of strong- 
man Ken Patera. On the tag team scene 
Jose Lothario and Tiger Conway Jr. have 
ruled since they won the area title from 
‘“‘Gorgeous’’ Gino Hernandez and El Gran 
Markus. Other grapplers appearing on 
Promoter Paul Boesch’s cards here recently 
include Dusty Rhodes, Mark Lewin, Sugar 
Bear Harris, Bull Ramos, Don Diamond, 
Killer Tim Brooks, Les Thornton, Steve 
Pardee, Nick Kozak, Chavo Guerrero, and 
Karl von Krupp. 

The Dallas, Texas scene includes most of 
the same grapplers who appear in Houston, 
but with a great deal more appearances by 
members of the famous Von Erich family. 
In fact, it is hard to find a main event in 
Dallas or Fort Worth that doesn’t include 
at least one of the famous family. At last 
report Kerry von Erich and Bruiser Brody 
held the Texas State tag title here but were 
being challenged by El Gran Markus and 
Killer Brooks. Fritz von Erich was involved 
in a real feud with Maniac Mark Lewin. Of 
course, Kevin and David von Erich are very 
much in evidence here as well. 


The Amarillo, Texas booking office is re- 
portedly now under the management of 
Mario Savoldi, son of former N.W.A. 
World’s Junior Heavyweight Champion 
Angelo Savoldi. Superstar Billy Graham 
has been involved in a feud with Karl 
Krupp here of late. Other stars on the scene 
include Dick Murdock, Gary Young, Gino 
Caruso, Jim Dillon, The Super Destroyer, 
Haystacks Calhoun, Killer Brooks, Ricky 
Romero, Gypsy Joe, Larry Lane, and Alex 
Perez. This promotional office extends its 
cards into southern Colorado and has re- 
cently been on the upswing, according to 
our reports. 

In northern Colorado, promoter Gene 
Reed has been presenting some super 
A.W.A. cards in Denver. Verne Gagne and 
Mad Dog Vachon successfully defended 
their A.W.A. World’s Tag Team Cham- 
pionship recently against the challenge of 
The Super Destroyers Mark II and Mark 
III. Others who have appeared here recent- 
ly include The Crusher, Steve Olsonoski, 
Buddy Wolff, Jesse Ventura, Adrian 
Adonis, Ray Stevens, Dino Bravo, and 
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Greg Gagne. Of course Nick Bockwinkel 
regularly defends the A.W.A. World’s 
Heavyweight Championship here as well. 

On we go to Tulsa, Oklahoma, where 
promote; Leroy McGuirk is currently very 
much involved in a tournament to name a 
new N.W.A. World’s Junior Heavyweight 
Champion, McGuirk, who once held that 
title himself, is in charge of the 225-pound 
weight limit division for the National 
Wrestling Alliance. Among the finalists for 
the title are Tony Charles, Brian Blair, Ron 
Starr, Les Thornton, and Jim Garvin, Gar- 
vin is also doing well on the tag team scene 
holding that title with Herb Calvert but be- 
ing persistently challenged by the team of 
Steve Lawler and Seigfreid Stanke, who are 
under the management of General Scandor 
Akbar. Others in the area include Ted 
Heath, Bill Ash, Tom Prichard, and Don 
Bass. 

Going over to Omaha, Nebraska, we 
find promoter Joe Dusek doing very well 
with his A.W.A. promotion in the Civic 
Auditorium. The tag team of Jesse ‘‘The 
Body’’ Ventura and Adrian Adonis, known 
as the East-West connection, is on a big 
winning streak here and hopes that it will 
culminate with their winning the A.W.A. 
World’s Tag Team Championship from 
Mad Dog Vachon and Verne Gagne. How- 
ever, Verne and The Dog will certainly have 
something to say about that. Others who 
have appeared here recently include Greg 
Gagne, Dino Bravo, The Super Destroyers, 
Buck Zum Hofe, Ron Ritchie, Buddy 
Wolff, and, of course, A.W.A. World’s 
Heavyweight Champion Nick Bockwinkel. 

In Kansas City we find that N.W.A. 
president Bob Geigel is doing very well with 
the weekly cards he presents in Memorial 
Hall. Right now he is working toward a 
tournament to name holders for the vacant 
Central States Tag Team Championship. 
N.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Champion 
Harley Race makes his home in Kansas 
City and is a favorite here. He has recently 
turned back challenges to his title from The 
Assassin before his hometown fans. At 
present a masked wrestler known as The 
Avenger holds the Central States singles 
crown. Other grapplers in the area recently 
include Bruiser Bob Sweetan, Ringo, Ron 
McFarlane, Gama Singh, The Beast, Mike 
Blood, Eddie Gilbert, Bulldog Bob Brown, 
Bill Howard, Tank Patton, Rock Hunter, 
Ed Wiskoski, and Tommy Sharp. This of- 
fice presents wrestling throughout Kansas 
and in parts of Missouri and lowa. 

In St. Louis, Missouri, veteran promoter 
Sam Muchnick continues to present some 
of the finest wrestling cards seen anywhere. 
Kevin von Erich holds the Missouri State 
Heavyweight Championship which he cap- 
tured from Dick Murdock a few months 
back. The champion’s brother, David von 
Erich, has also done very well here and in 
fact recently gave Harley Race a real battle 
for Race’s World title. Others on the scene 
have been Lord Alfred Hayes, Pat O’Con- 


nor, Tom Andrews, Ronnie Etchison, Sai- 
lor Art Thomas, Ed Wiskoski, Bulldog 
Bob Brown, Eddie Gilbert, Ron MeFar- 
lane, King Kong Brody, Bobo Brazil, Dick 
the Bruiser, and Bill Howard. Bob Back- 
lund recently defended his W.W.F. crown 
on a card in Kiel Auditorium and was well 
accepted by the fans. Backlund was a regu- 
lar on the St. Louis scene before he cap- 
tured the W.W.F. title and may well be 
back here again in the near future. 

The big news in Minneapolis, Minneso- 
ta, is the return of manager Bobby ‘The 
Brain’* Heenan. A year ago Heenan was 
suspended by the A.W.A., but that suspen- 
sion was recently lifted and Heenan is back 
as manager of A.W.A. World’s Champion 
Nick Bockwinkel. Bobby also signed The 
Super Destroyer Mark II to his stable re- 
cently. It looks like it will again be a battle 
between the ‘‘Heenan Family’’ and the 
“Gagne Family’’ in Minnesota during 
1980. Most impressive newcomers to the 
area have included 450 pound Farmer 
Blackwell and Dino Bravo. Others on the 
scene include Steve Olsonoski, The Crush- 
er, Adrian Adonis, Jesse Ventura, and Pe- 
ter Sando Szabo. 

In Milwaukee, many of the same 
A.W.A, stars have been appearing regular- 
ly on the promotions of Dennis Hilgart. 
The Crusher is the all-time favorite in this, 
his native, city, but others who are tops 
with the fans here of late include Verne 
Gagne, Dino Bravo, Steve Olsonoski, Greg 
Gagne, Bobo Brazil, and Mad Dog Va- 
chon. On the scene also are Jesse Ventura, 
Lord Alfred Hayes, Adrian Adonis, and 
Farmer Blackwell. 

The Detroit, Michigan, wrestling scene 
has been dominated by The Sheik again in 
recent months. He holds the area’s U.S. 
crown and recently successfully defended it 
against the challenge of arch rival Dick the 
Bruiser. The Sheik himself recently chal- 
lenged Bob Backlund for the W.W.F. title 
in another Detroit match, but was not suc- 
cessful there. Others who have appeared in 
the area recently include Don Kent, John 
Ruffen, Pat and Mike Kelly, Al Costello, 
Bobby Bold Eagle, El Santo, Dusty 
Rhodes, Mark Lewin, Raymond Rogeau, 
Capt. Ed George, and Dick Murdock. 

The International Amphitheatre in Chi- 
cago was recently the scene of an extra spe- 
cial A.W.A. supercard. On that night, Nick 
Bockwinkel turned back the challenge of 
Bobo Brazil for the A.W.A. World’s 
Heavyweight Championship, Verne Gagne 
and Mad Dog Vachon defeated the Super 
Destroyers to retain the tag team crown, 
and Dick the Bruiser bested King Kong 
Brody. Other grapplers in the area recently 
have included Ernie Ladd, Ox Baker, Wil- 
bur Snyder, The Crusher, Paul Christy, 
Rev. Tiny Hampton, Yukon Moose Cho- 
lak, Dr. Jerry Graham Jr., El Bracero Mar- 
tinez, Peter Sandor Szabo, and Spike Hu- 
ber. 

On we go to Indianapolis, Indiana, 


where Dick the Bruiser and Spike Huber 
hold the W.W.A. tag team crown, winning 
it from Paul Christy and Nature Boy Roger 
Kirby. Dick the Bruiser-is also continuing 
to feud with King Kong ‘‘Bruiser’’ Brody. 
Other grapplers on cards in the area recent- 
ly include Greg Lake, The Cuban Assassin, 
Wilbur Snyder, Ox Baker, Doorknob Nix- 
on, Tom DeMarco, Bobo Brazil, and Jack- 
ie Ruffin. 

Down we go to Memphis, Tennessee, 
where promoter Jerry Jarrett, who holds 
membership in the N.W.A., C.W.A., 
W.W.A., and A.W.A., has really outdone 
himself promotionally. A few months 
back, Jerry Lawler captured the C.W.A. 
World’s Heavyweight Championship from 
Superstar Billy Graham. In a recent match, 
which attracted attention all over the wres- 
tling world, A.W.A. World's Champion 
Nick Bockwinkel and C.W.A. Champ 
Lawler wrestled in Memphis with both ti- 
tles on the line. Although the match failed 
to end in a clear decision, you can look for 
these two to enter the ring against each oth- 
er again soon. Other grapplers who have 
appeared in this area recently include Tojo 
Yamamoto, Rick Morton, Sonny King, Big 
Red, Billy Robinson, Paul Ellering, Koko 
Ware, Steve Regal, Ken Wayne, Ken Lucas 
and Austin Idol. A masked tag team 
known as The Assassins recently defeated 
the team of Hector Guerrero and Steve Re- 
gal to win the A.W.A. Southern Tag Team 
Championship here. 

In Nashville, Tennessee, promoter Nick 
Gulas was recently named president of the 
Continental Wrestling Association. He also 
continues to belong to the N.W.A. On re- 
cent cards here he has presented such stars 
as George Gulas, Ken Lucas, Tojo Yama- 
moto, Bobby Eaton, Butch Malone, Jim 
Dalton, Tommy Gilbert, Dutch Mantel, 
Tom Vitto, Bruce Cook, Joe Valiant, Stan 
Frazier, Jackie Fargo, Ron Garfield, and 
Chief Thundercloud. Jerry Lawler success- 
fully defended the C.W.A. crown against 
former champion Superstar Billy Graham 
recently in Nashville. Bobby Eaton holds 
the area’s Mid American singles title while 
the tag team title is vacant at present witha 
tournament to be held shortly. 

Down in Birmingham, Alabama, there 
exists another promotion closely affiliated 
with Nick Gulas. Many of the same stars 
appear here regularly, as they do in Nash- 
ville, but they are augmented by others 
such as Jim Williams, Billy Spears, Rip 
Tyler, Bearcat & Bobcat Brown, Orvil Hut- 
to, Arman Hussian, Ricky and Robert Gib- 
son, and Larry Clark. 

In Knoxville, Tennessee, there are two 
promotional groups, both active. The long 
established Southeastern promotion is af- 
filiated with the N.W.A. Sterling Golden 
holds the area singles title as we go to press, 
while Dennis Condry and David Shultz are 
the tag team champions. Other stars in this 
group include Tony Charles, Bob Arm- 
strong, Ernie Ladd, Mr. Wrestling #2, Paul 
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Orndorff, Dick Slader, Ox Baker, The An- 
gel, The Grappler, Terry Orndroff, Pierre 
Lefavre, Jerry Roberts, Carl Fergie, Tony 
Atlas, Paul Jones, and Baron von Raschke. 
N.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Champion 
Harley Race has also defended his title here 
several times in recent months, 

The other promotion with headquarters 
in the same city is known as International 
All Star promotions and is affiliated with 
the I.C.W. The Singles champion of that 
association is Randy Savage while Bob 
Roop holds the area’s singles crown. Bob 
Orton Jr. and Barry Orton (his younger 
brother) hold the area tag crown while 
Leaping Lanny Poffo and George Weinger- 
off are recognized as the tag team cham- 
pions of the whole alliance. Other wrestlers 
who have appeared on these promotions re- 
cently include Terry Gibbs, Ronnie Garvin, 
Boris Malenko, Benny McGuire, Pez 
Whatley, Don Wright, and Rip Rogers. 

Wrestling is really booming in Mississip- 
pi and Louisiana under the banner of the 
Mid South Wrestling Association. Mike 
Sharpe is the big man here, holding both 
the North American Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship and the Mississippi State Heavy- 
weight Championship. The Mid South Tag 
Team Championship is held by Terry Gor- 
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dy and Michael Hayes. Ted DiBiase is the 
most impressive newcomer on the scene 
and is currently involved in a real feud with 
George over the North American crown. 
Cowboy Bill Watts is probably the all-time 
top favorite grappler in the area and he 
holds the Brass Knucks trophy at the pres- 
ent time. Along with Buck Robley, he is a 
leading challenger to the tag title. Iron 
Mike Sharpe holds the Louisiana State 
Heavyweight Crown. Other wrestlers in the 
area recently include Charlie Cook, Stan 
Hansen, Jose Lothario, Jerry Oates, Dusty 
Rhodes, Dick Murdock, Wahoo McDaniel, 
Tony Atlas, Bruiser Bob Sweetan, Tank 
Patton, Junk Yard Dog, Lord Jonathan 
Boyd, Ernie Ladd, and Bruiser Brody. 

In Florida we find Ernie Ladd holding 
the Southern crown while Terry Funk is the 
state champion. The state tag title is held at 
present by Mike Graham and Ray Stevens. 
Terry Funk is probably the most hated man 
in Florida while Dusty Rhodes appears to 
be the top favorite. Others who have ap- 
peared in the Sunshine state recently in- 
clude Buggsy McGraw (under the manage- 
ment of Sir Oliver Humperdink), Bobo 
Brazil, Sweet Brown Sugar, Killer Hahn, 
Mr. Hito, Mr. Saturada, Steve Travis, Ed- 
die Graham, the Brisco brothers, and Raul 






Mata. A new tag team on the scene is that 
of Bill Irwin and The Viking. 

Up in Atlanta, Georgia, we find that Kil- 
ler Karl Kox reigns as the state singles 
champion while The Crusher and Tommy 
Rich hold the state tag team title. Other 
grapplers in the area recently include Ernie 
Ladd, Ole Anderson, Black Jack Lanza, 
The Sheik, Abdullah the Butcher, Mr. 
Wrestling Il, Ox Baker, Bob Armstrong, 
Tony Atlas, Ricky Fields, Bill Howard, 
Chris Markoff, and Austin Idol. 

The Mid Atlantic region, which consists 
of promotions in the Carolinas and Virgin- 
ia, continues to be one of the hottest in the 
world. Jimmy Snuka holds the area’s U.S. 
crown while Jim Brunzell is the regional 
singles champion. Paul Jones and Baron 
von Raschke are the recognized tag team 
champions at last report. A.W.A. World’s 
Heavyweight Champion Nick Bockwinkel 
has defended his title here several times in 
recent months. Tag team wrestling is very 
active here with the top teams including Ric 
Flair and Black Jack Mulligan, Rufus R. 
and Special Delivery Jones and LeRoy and 
Luther Dargan. Other grapplers active in 
these states recently include Ken Patera, 
Johnny Weaver, Jay Youngblood, Brute 
Bernard, Gene Anderson, Dewey Robert- 


son, Bob Markus, David Patterson, Pedro 


Morales, Billy Starr, Doug Sommers, 
Frank Monte, and Don Kernodle. The pro- 
motional office here is probably one of the 
biggest in the world today. They present 
two or three major cards every night some- 
where in the area.and are drawing capacity 
crowds everywhere, 

Another large promotional organization 
is that of Capitol Wrestling Corporation 
with headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
They present super cards throughout the 
northeast U.S. in such major cities as New 
York, Boston, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Landover, Maryland (at the 
Capitol Centre just outside D.C.). They al- 
so present wrestling in hundreds of other 
smaller cities in the northeast. Bob Back- 
lund, the World Wrestling Federation 
Heavyweight Champion, is the top man in 
the area and defends his title here often. He 
has a top list of contenders that includes 
Ken Patera, Bobby Duncum, and The 
Great Hoosien. The Samoans are battling 
over the W.W.F. Tag Team Championship 
with Ivan Putski and Tito Santana. Other 
top grapplers who appear regularly in the 
area include Bruno Sammartino, Rene 
Goulet, Larry Zbyszko, Tony Atlas, Andre 
the Giant, Swede Hanson, and Inter-Conti- 





nental Heavyweight Champion Pat Patter- 
son. The most impressive newcomer on the 
scene has to be the fabulous Hulk Hogan 
who is undefeated in competition here dur- 
ing the past two months. 

We will next visit Puerto Rico where 
there are two active promotions. The pro- 
motion which is affiliated with the N.W.A. 
has The Invader as the regional titleholder. 
Other grapplers who have appeared here 
recently include Dick Steinborn, David and 
Kevin von Erich, Chiefs War Cloud and 
Thundercloud, Kangaroos Al Costello and 
Don Kent, Dory and Terry Funk, Mil Mas- 
caras and Dos Caras, Jose Miguel Perez, 
Pampero Firpo, Frankie Lane, Carlitos 
Colon, Roger Kirby, and Cyclone Negro. 
The accent here is on the tag team scene of 
late. 

The other office in Puerto Rico features 
Barrabas as singles champion while Kendo 
Kimura and Kengo Arakawa rule the tag 
team scene. Other grapplers here include 
Hiro and Masa Sasaki, the Bruno Brothers, 
and Rocket and Flash Monroe. Stars who 
have appeared here in recent months also 
include Gil Hayes, Karl von Brock, Pedro 
Morales, Jose Lkothario, Boris Malenko, 
and Angelo Rivera. 

Now we are going to jump across the At- 
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lantic Ocean to England where Spiros Ar- 
ion is recognized as heavyweight cham- 
pion. Big Daddy Crabtree is considered his 
top contender. Others who have appeared 
here recently on Joint Promotions cards in- 
clude Mark ‘Rollerball’ Rocco, Sheik Ad- 
nan-al-Kaissy, Dynamite Kid Tommy Bil- 
lington, Steve Veidor, Ringo Rigby, Sid 
Cooper, and John England. We hope to 
have more extensive British coverage in fu- 
ture issues. 

On the European continent wrestling is 
also going strong. Micha Nador won the re- 
cent tournament in Austria, Other top fin- 
ishers there include Billy Sampson, Klaus 
Kauroff, John Quinn, Caswell Martin, and 
Dave Morgan. 


This concludes our professional wres- 
tling trip “On And Around The Mat 
World.’’ Until next issue, we want to thank 
all who helped to make Wrestling Maga- 
zine the only publication that covers the en- 
tire world. Any who can help us by sending 
reports, programs, clippings and the like 
on wrestling in their area are asked to do 
so. Address material to ON AND 
AROUND THE MAT WORLD, BOX 
3325, MANKATO, MINNESOTA 56001, @ 
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THE big news headline for this column is 
that the dates for the 13th annual Wrestling 
Fans International Convention have been 
released. Executive director Don Wilson 
has informed this columnist that the con- 
vention will be held in Atlanta, Georgia on 
July 17, 18, 19 and 20th. For more informa- 
tion on the four-day wrestling holiday, 
write directly to the WFIA at Box 155, 
Cliff, New Mexico, 88028. Conventions in 
the past have always been exciting and I 
sincerely look forward to this year’s. 

Terry Rains is the editor of the Wrestling 
Gazette, a monthly bulletin that is filled 
with news, results, and profiles with pho- 
tos. Terry calls his bulletin, ‘*The Wrestling 
Fan’s Best Friend,’’ and he is not wrong 
either. His Gazette gives you wrestling fans 
some very informative news and highlights 
from the world’s number one sport. For a 
copy of the Wrestling Gazette, drop 50¢ 
and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to 
Terry at Rt. 1, Box 159-B, Jacksonville, 
Ark., 72076. 

Tom D’Arrigo has done a sensational job 
as the president of the Bob Backlund Fan 
Club. The bulletin devoted to the World 
Wide Wrestling Federation kingpin is a 
champion in style and writing. If you’re a 
Backlund Booster, you should join the 
bandwagon and become a member of the 
Bob Backlund Fan Club. Bulletins are pub- 
lished quarterly and photos of the popular 
champion are also issued. Exclusive inter- 
views and stories on Bob are in the bulletin. 
For complete information contact Tom at 
PO Box 131, Irvington, New York. 10533. 
And don’t forget that stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope when you write. 

From Southern California comes a new 
publication called Superstar Lit edited by 
Richard Enriquez. The monthly bulletins 
are photostated and sell for 75¢. Richard’s 
address is 1035 Leslie Rd., Visalia, Ca., 
93277. 

Wrestling ’80 is a monthly bulletin pub- 
lished by Joe Shedlock of PO Box 607, 
Greensburg, Pa., 15601. Joe puts out a 
news-result bulletin that is printed profes- 
sionally on both sides of 8X14’’-size paper. 
Every issue contains newspaper clips, along 
with ratings and editorial comment by Ed- 
itor Shedlock. Single copy of this 1979 
WFIA Fan Club Publication is $1.00, three 
issues for $2.75, $5.25 for six issues, and 
ten issues for $9.00. Tell Joe that you read 
about it in Wrestling Magazine. 

The 1979 Fan Club of the Year, as chosen 
by the Wrestling Fans International Con- 
vention, was TNT Power, the official fan 
club for wrestling stars Tommy & Eddie 
Gilbert. The president of this club is a long- 
time wrestling fan and a very good friend, 
Terry Justice. Terry has done an outstand- 
ing job in hading a new club and making it 
to the top in a year. The club is the only one 
devoted to the father and son duo. The last 
issue of TNT Power contained a whopping 
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thirty pages of news, features, and high- 
lights on both Tommy and Eddie Gilbert. A 
letter from Eddie was also featured in the 
bulletin, plus a lot of photos of both wres- 
tling stars. A feature that | enjoyed in this 
issue was the one of Eddie in Kansas City at 
his apartment. If you want to join the 
gang, drop Terry Justice a line, include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope and I am 
sure that Terry will send you all the details 
on the club. His address is 2154 East Ridge 
Road, Rochester, New York, 14622. 

Earle Bellows of Shear Hill Rd., RFD 
#6, Mahopac, New York, 10541, edits The 
All New Wrestling Stories. The current bul- 
letin contained a total of seventeen pages 
including the cover. Such features as an in- 
terview with Nicolia Volkoff, ratings, MSG 
Report, Amarillo Wrestling Report, fan 
club pages, wrestling gossip and profiles on 
several mat stars. Earle puts a lot of work 
into his Wrestling Stories and | think that 
you will enjoy it. Single issue is only $1.00. 
A year’s subscription is $10.00. 

The Grapevine is a fine bulletin pub- 
lished by Elio Zarlenga. A monthly general 
wrestling publication, it is printed on both 
sides of 8x14’’-size paper and has such fea- 
tures as News Around the Mat World, 
highlights from the WWF, NWA, AWA, 
along with wrestling results from the three 
major wrestling leagues and a champion- 
ship list for each wrestling group. Elio Zar- 
lenga can be reached at 137 Byng Ave., 
Willowdale, Ontario Canada, M2n 4K6. 

The number one wrestling star around 
today according to Mike O’Hara is Dick 
‘*Bulldog’’ Brower of wrestling riot fame. 
The president of the club has done a fine 
job in putting out a classy bulletin on the 
well known wrestler. For more information 
on the club write to Mike at PO Box 651, 
Gracie Station, New York, New York, 
10028. Mike also puts out a very informa- 
tive monthly newsletter that sells for only 
S0¢ plus a stamped, self-addressed envel- 
ope. I am sure that you will enjoy both of 
Mike’s publications. 

An old friend, Mike Omansky, continues 
to do a bang-up job with is Wrestling Won- 
ders. This is a magazine-type publication 
that is done in a very nice easy reading style 
with high quality text and contents. The 
ratings, letters, fan club page and stories 
with photos get a gold star as far as I am 
concerned. A copy is only $1.50 per issue, 
with a special prize of $4.00 for three is- 
sues. The address is Raslin’s Wonders, Box 
193, Glen Rock, New Jersey, 07452. 

The 1979 WFIA Bulletin of the Year was 
won by the St. Louis Fan Club headed by 
Roger Deem. It is little wonder why Roger 
won. It’s a top-class publication with news, 
stories, interviews, and exclusive photos. 
One of my favorite features is the reprint of 
a nostalgic program from the past. I sug- 
gest that you keep informed on the wres- 
tling action in St. Louis — as well as other 
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areas — by joining the St. Louis Wrestling 
Fan Club. The address of this club is 140 E. 
Pennsylvania, Jacksonville, IIl., 62650. 

The Tampa Bay Wrestling Inquirer, 4008 
Oklahoma, Tampa, Fla., 33616 is a fine 
wrestling bulletin put out every month by 
Jeff Wintle. Last copy of the /nquirer that 
Was sent to me contained 18 pages plus a 
cover in a size of 544x8'%”"’. The publica- 
tion gives highlights of mat news from 
Florida and other major wrestling centers 
around the world. Wrestling ratings, re- 
gional and area reports are also included in 
this publication that costs a dollar. 

Superstar Wrestling is a bulletin edited 
by Rocco Buttofoco, 514 Ehret Road, 
Fairless Hills, Pa., 19030. Editor But- 
tofoco recently ran a poll and one of the 
questions asked was, ‘‘What is the best 
wrestling magazine around?’’ Ring’s 
Wrestling Magazine won in a landslide 
with over 40 votes. I don’t have a rate for 
this bulletin. | suggest you contact Rocco 
directly. And don’t forget that stamped, 
self-addressed envelope. 

Riot At the Garden is a book written and 
published by Dale Pierce, a well-known 
writer of several books on bull fighting, the 


wild west and other related subjects. Dale is. 


a long-time wrestling fan and has shown 
off his talents in a forty-page book called 
The Wrestling History of the Famous Maa- 
ison Square Garden. A very informative 
book — and well worth the price of $3.00. 
Loaded with information and material, this 
is a must for fans that really like to feel the 
wrestling spirit in their reading. Send your 
check or money order to Dale at 6402 West 
Lamar, Glendale, Az., 85301. 

A glossy wrestling newspaper is pub- 
lished by Russell Plummer entitled The 
Wrestling Scene, a very good wrestling 
publication that deals with wrestling in En- 
gland, Europe, Japan, the United States, 
and Canada. I really enjoyed this classy 
newspaper and I am sure that you will find 
it as interesting as I do. Four issues for only 
$5.00. Address is as follows: Wrestling 
Scene, 39 Ellwood Ave., Petersborough, 
PE2 8 LX, England. 

Keep in the know about the wrestling 
scene in Southern California with pro- 
grams from that area. The editor, and a 
long-time friend, Jeff Walton is making the 
programs available to you at the special 
rate of five for only $3.00. Jeff also has 
5x7’ pictures for sale. Drop him a line at 
PO Box 64345, Los Angeles, Ca., 90064. 

The award-winning wrestling program 
from the NWA office, Southeastern Wres- 
tling Action continues to be one of the most 
interesting around. Two programs for only 
a dollar. Send to: Robert Polk, 1713 Tim- 
ber Pass, Knoxville, Tn., 37919. 

Wrestling fans are always looking for 
photos of their favorite stars and listed be- 
low are some of the best around: 

Gene Gordon, the dean of wrestling pho- 


tographers, has informed me that he has a 
new address. Gene’s now located at 413 N. 
Deal Ave., Newton, N.C., 28658. The 
selection of photos offered by Gene is just 
outstanding. If you’re looking for nostalgic 
photos from stars both male and female of 
the 40’s and 50’s, or if you're interested in 
the wrestling stars of today, then Gene is 
the man you contact. Send a large office- 
size envelope with two first class stamps 
and you will get a list that looks like a 
wrestling’s Who’s Who. Gene has the fin- 
est selection of girl wrestling stars any 
place. Two sizes available 5x7’? and 8x10”’ 
only. 

Joe Cefala has a fine selection of phots 
of WWF wrestling stars. His selection is 
both posed and action. Joe’s address is 22 
Windsor Ave., Johnston, R.I. 02919. 

Some excellent action and posed photos 
of AWA, NWA, WWFE stars are available 
from Bruce Viner of 555 Cornelia, Apt 
601, Chicago Ill., 60657. The current list of 
photos includes many new photos of stars 
from the Tennessee area. I am sure that you 
will enjoy the photos by Bruce. 

WWF and independent stars are 
available from Lawrence James of 2716 
Mill Ave., Brooklyn, New York, 11234. 
Send a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
for his most recent list. a 


Correspondent’s corner. . . 

Albert Guyotte, 135 Academy St., Laco- 
nia, N.H., 032416, would like to hear from 
fans that have photos of matches with 
Bruno Sammartino, 

Alan Logsdon of 120 W. Washington, 
Virginia, IIl., 62691, would like to hear 
from girl boxing fans. 

If your interested in trading or selling su- 
per 8mm films of professional girl wrestlers 
contact D.Z. Adnuk, 343 Manitowac, Park 
Forest, Ill., 60466. 

Tom Nash Jr. would like to hear from 
fans of Mil Mascaras. He is interested in 
trading or buying photos of the masked 
superstar. His address is: 2475S. E. 9th St., 
Pompano Beach, Fla., 33062. 

Wrestling fans from all over the world 
are invited to write to Anthony Mickey of 
175 W. 87th St., Apt. 276, New York, New 
York, 10024. His favorite wrestler is Super- 
star Billy Graham. 

I would like to remind all fan club presi- 
dents that the WFIA convention is getting 
close and if you want your club in the run- 
ning for Fan Club of the Year, then send 
your club material to Judy Wilson, PO Box 
155, Cliff, New Mexico, 88028. 

All fan club material, sales information 
and lists, photographers, pen pals send 
your stuff to me for future listing. My ad- 
dress: Tom Burke, 31 Groveland St., 
Springfield Ma. 01108. 
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W.W.E Action In Japan 


by Koichi Yoshizawa 













Before the match had 
officially started Tiger 
Jeet Singh and Nicoli 
Volkoff work a hapless 
Riki Choshu over in 
their corner. Note the 
sword that Singh had 
carried into the ring. 


Both men strain every 
muscle in their body 
during a classic test of 
strength. 


Tatsumi Fujinami, 

the W.W.F. Junior 
Heavyweight 
Champion, has 

Pedro Morales, former 
W.W.F. Heavyweight 
Champion, at his mercy. 


Bob Backlund is just as 
popular in Japan as he is 
in the U.S. Here he signs 
autographs for some of 
his many Japanese fans. 


W.W.F. Champion Bob 
Backlund and Seiji 
Sakaguchi struggle to 
gain an advantage. 
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During some high speed 
ring action, Fujinami 

sails over Morales after 

bouncing off the ropes. 


The match between 
Fujinami and Morales 
was a real classic 
confrontation. Here 
Tatsumi headlocks his 
foe. 








Antonio Inoki is about 
to charge off the canvas 
and nail Nicoli Volkoff 
with a shoulder to the 
stomach. 
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Hector Guerrero 
Forcing Checkmates 
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**My dad held three World titles. He held 
the World’s Welterweight championship, 
the World’s Middleweight championship, 
and the Light Heavyweight championship. 
He held two of these titles at the same time, 
which was almost impossible because he 
had to lose weight in order to defend one ti- 
tle; and then he would have to gain weight 
to defend the other. My dad managed to do 
that—and there are not too many wrestlers 
who can!”’ 

The young man speaking is Hector Guer- 
rero, and the man he is speaking of is his 
father the legendary Gory Guerrero. Wres- 
tling fans in Southern California have had 
the opportunity to see four members of the 
Guerrero family in the past four years: 
Chavo, Armando, Hector and father Gory. 

The first of Gory’s sons to appear on the 
wrestling scene was Chavo, who entered 
the rings of Southern California late in 
1975 and immediately captured the Ameri- 
can Heavyweight title from ‘‘Big Cat’’ Ern- 
ie Ladd. When 1976 came around, Chavo 
teamed up with his father to capture the 
American tag team title, and also formed 
an equally great team with the infamous 
‘*Butcher’’ Paul Vachon. 

1977 saw Mando enter the Southern Cali- 
fornia competition and like Chavo, he also 
won the American crown in a bout against 
“‘Gorgeous’’ Keith Franks. Besides win- 
ning the area’s singles title, Mando took 
the tag team laurels from Black Gordman 
and the Great Goliath along with ‘““TNT”’ 
Tom Jones. 

Last but not least, along came Hector 
Guerrero, who made his first Southern Cal- 
ifornia appearance at the Olympic Auditor- 
ium's opening card of 1978, the annual 
Battle Royal. The youngest of the wrestling 
Guerrero brothers came in weighing two 
hundred pounds, which is very light for a 
professional wrestler campaigning in North 
America. What chance would he have in an 
eighteen man brawl consisting of men 
weighing anywhere from 215 to 500 
pounds? What would happen if he were to 
receive a big splash from seven-foot-five 
Andre the Giant? Where would he go if he. 
were to end up in the clutches of Outlaw 
Ron Bass or Moondog Mayne? Would 
Hector Guerrero stand a chance against 
men nearly twice his size? 

Surprisingly, the answer was Yes! Ten 
Thousand fans cheered on as Hector Guer- 
rero accepted a check for $30,000, marking 


him as the winner of the annual Battle Roy- 
al. Aside from.this victory, he also became 
one-half of the American tag team cham- 
pions along with brother Chavo on that 
same evening. 

The next few months became a big part 
of Hector’s career as he captured the 
American title from Rowdy Roddy Piper in 
February, thus rekindling the infamous 
Guerrero-Piper feud. Piper, who refers to 
the Guerreros as wrestling’s answer to the 
Brady Bunch, never regained the title but 
kept up the feud. 

After proving he could handle Piper, 
Guerrero went on to defend his champion- 
ship against such wrestlers as Black Gord- 
man, Goliath, Victor Rivera, present Unit- 
ed States champion Ron Starr, Nikolai Vol- 


koff and many others until falling to the’ 


late great ‘“‘Moondog’’ Lonnie Mayne in 
March. 

The Guerrero-Mayne feud was probably 
one of the most exciting series of brawls in 
Southern California during the summer of 
‘78, and the fans were never given a bum 
match, Hector regained the title once, but 
within a month, the title was back in the 
Moondog’s hands. 

The battle continued until August 13, 
1978. Guerrero had just lost to Mayne at 
the San Bernardino Arena. Then, while 
driving home to Long Beach, an exhausted 
Lonnie Mayne fell asleep on the wheel of 
his Trans-Am, resulting in a head-on collis- 
ion with an oncoming car. Mayne was 
rushed to a nearby hospital, but passed 
away the following day. It was a sad end 
for a great wrestler. 

Before gaining fame in Southern Califor- 
nia, Hector wrestled in Mexico under the 
banner of the United Wrestling Alliance, 
where he met one of the greatest wrestlers 
of all time, six-time World champion (Na- 
tional Wrestling Alliance) Lou Thesz. 
‘*Lou Thesz gave me a lot of advice when | 
was in Mexico,”’ said Guerrero. ‘‘l would 
say that he is a very strong teacher in my 
life, and he has taught mea lot just by talk- 
ing with me about the sport. 

“Thesz was an older man, but down in 
Mexico, there weren’t too many men who 
could beat him. When you grasp his hand, 
you know why he was six-times World's 
Heavyweight champion!”’ 

After his first stay in Southern Califor- 
nia ended, Hector headed to the Pacific 
Northwest where he locked horns with the 


likes of Roddy Piper again, ‘*Playboy”’ 
Buddy Rose, Smilin’ Ed Wiskowski, ‘‘Kil- 
ler’? Tim Brooks, and two men who im- 
pressed Hector greatly, Lord Jonathan 
Boyd and Ireland’s Johnny Eagles. 

“*T wrestled a lot of good matches against 
Jonathan Boyd and Johnny Eagles,’’ stat- 
ed Guerrero. ‘‘These were very scientific 
matches. Johnny Eagles wrestles in the En- 
glish style and Jonathan Boyd uses the New 
Zealand style. The two styles are similar. I 
received so much experience by wrestling 
these two men, learning how they move, 
and how classy they are! 

**T don’t know if you have ever seen 
Johnny Eagles wrestle, but when I wrestled 
him, | knew how to counter his moves, 
then he would counter my moves, and that 
would make the match interesting! When 
you have a match that pits counters against 
counters against counters, you see how 
beautiful wrestling is. It’s like a chess 
game! When you've got the right hold on 
your opponent and he can’t move, it’s like 
calling ‘Checkmate!’ ”’ 

These encounters against Boyd and Ea- 
gles were not Hector’s first experience with 
the European style of wrestling. In 1974, 
Hector traveled to Spain with Mando, 
where the two of them wrestled against 
many of Europe’s top stars. As Hector 
went on to say, ‘‘Mando and I wrestled 
against Spaniards, Englishmen, French- 
men, and wrestlers of all types of nationali- 
ties. 

“During the summertime, wrestlers all 
over Europe go to Spain for their vacation 
due to the economy. There I met Tito 
Copa, a fantastic Argentinian wrestler, and 
Antonio Montoros, a Spanish wrestler.’”’ 

The night I met Hector, he had just fin- 
ished a tag team bout along with his close 
friend and tag team partner, Andre the Gi- 
ant. ‘‘One of my biggest thrills in life’’ said 
Hector, ‘‘is to be friends with Andre the Gi- 
ant. I take pride in that because he has 
helped me out in my private life and inter- 
nally in my heart. He has given me good 
advice, and he has helped me out in the 
ring. Andre is a close friend to everybody; 
he has a beautiful heart, and that’s what I 
love about the man!”’ 

Andre and Hector recently met Los Ge- 
melos Diablo (the Twin Devils), who hold 
the West Coast’s version of the WWF 
World tag team championship, and hold a 
win over former East Coast WWF cham- 


pions Tony Garea and Larry Zbysko. 
Luckily for the Devils, this was a non-title 
affair as Andre and Hector ran circles 
around the champions. 

The Devils tried everything to hold back 
the wrath of the Giant. They even drenched 
his face with several glasses of beer! These 
tactics however, didn’t seem to phase the 
big man as he shrugged his rivals off with a 
jolly laugh. 

Tagging off to Hector, the Devils 
thought that they would have a break. But 
things didn’t work out for the champions, 
and the little man moved with the speed of 
light around his opponents, leaving them 
dizzy after a spectacular series of flying 
head-scissors and dropkicks. (One of Hec- 
tor’s most exciting moves is when he leaps 
off of the top turnbuckle and dropkicks his 
opponent to the mat!) 

The end of the bout came when both 
Devils finally captured Guerrero and tossed 
him through the air into Andre’s arms, 
hoping to knock the giant Frenchman off 
balance. Well, Andre threw his partner 
right back to their opponents, upending the 
Devils and pinning them for the victory! 

In the future, Hector plans to do some 
traveling, but not to an extent that would 
find him in a different city and state each 
night. ‘‘Traveling can be beautiful, but it 
can also be tiring on the body,’’ admits 
Hector. 

**When I was smaller, I didn’t get to see 
my dad too much because he did a lot of 
traveling. If 1am to get married and have a 
kid, which every man wants, | will enjoy 
my son, help him out in life, see that he 


-learns the right way, and then just let him 


grow up on his own. 

“‘Some parents go into the intensities of 
trying to tell their children what to do. But 
I think that if the parents are smart, they'll 
let their children fill their lives up for them- 
selves. If the child is going the wrong way, 
the parents should put their child on the 
right track in a nice way!”’ 

Will we be seeing any more of Hector’s 
siblings entering the pro wrestling circuit? 
Possibly, says Hector. Eduardo, the young- 
est of the Guerrero brothers, is taking a 
great interest in the sport at the age of elev- 
en. Who knows? Within fifteen years, yet 
another member of the Guerrero family 
just might be the proud bearer of the 
American Heavyweight championship! @& 

Kurt Brown 
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General Scandor Akbar has formed a 
new army. The famous wrestling manager 
has been very active in the southwest over 
the past few years and managed many 
grapplers during that time. He has now put 
together what he says is the most 
devastating force ever — and he is deter- 
mined to capture some major champion- 
ships. 

Akbar, as many of you know, was a top 
professional grappler himself for most of 
the past decade. He came to the United 
States from Beruit, Lebanon, and soon was 
doing very well here. Originally a protege 
of the masked team known as The 
Assassins, he later trained with the great 
Danny Hodge (who was then the N.W.A. 


World’s Junior Heavyweight Champion) hee eee 
and did very well after that. Witemnenacerencst 


Akbar never seemed to stay long with 
any one style of wrestling. He could be one 
of the roughest and also one of the most 


General Akbar’s New Army 


' by Pat Langer scientific grapplers as the mood hit him. 
Always near the top, he captured several 
major titles including the coveted North 
American Heavyweight Championship for 
a time. 

Scandor invested his money well back in 
his native Lebanon and eventually gained a 
fortune in oil after prices skyrocketed in 
that commodity several years back. He 
could have gone home to Lebanon and 
retired to a life of leisure. Instead the new 
Arab oil millionaire decided that he wanted 
to dominate the sport of professional 
wrestling. 

He has been buying and selling contracts 
of wrestlers ever since and now has found 
the combination that will dominate the 
professional wrestling world for him. 

In singles competition he has signed Ron 
Starr, the former N.W.A. World’s Junior 
Heavyweight Champion. Right now, 
Akbar has Starr entered in the competition 
to fill the vacant title in the 225-pound 
division that Starr once held. Among 
Starr’s toughest competition for that 
honor, as we go to press, are Brian Blair 
and Jim Garvin. 

Akbar’s entry in the tag team wars is the 
team of Steve Lawler and Seigfreid Stanke. 
They are a relatively new team, but both 
have held the United States Tag Team 
Championship with other partners in the 
past. Steve Lawler held the title at one time 
while teamed with Jim White while 
Seigfried Stanke was champion on a team 
with Bruiser Bob Sweetan. That United 
States title is their first goal. It is currently 
held by the team of Herb Calvert and Jim 
Garvin. 

Akbar says that by the time you read 
this, his new army will have reached its first 
goals. General Scandor says that no one 
can stop him from dominating professional 
wrestling — but there are plenty who are 
going to try. ies) 
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Hall Of Fame: 
George Hackenschmict «cron sedore 





George Hackenschmidt was born in Dor- 
pat, Russia, the son of a German father 
and Swedish mother on July 20th, 1878. 
His father was a well-to-do textile mer- 
chant and he received a good education. As 
a youth he was an all-around athlete, a 
champion bicycle rider as well as an ama- 
teur wrestler. He developed his tremendous 
body through weight lifting. 

Hackenschmidt, who was known as 
“*The Russian Lion,’’ stood 5'10” tall and 
weighed around 210 pounds. He turned 
professional in the mid-1890’s. In 1898 he 
defeated Paul Pons, the French Heavy- 
weight Champion, for one of his first ma- 
jor mat victories. 

In 1898 he captured the Russian Heavy- 
weight Championship from Herr von 
Schmelling. In 1900 he entered the profes- 
sional tournaments in Europe and went un- 
defeated. In 1901 he captured the title in 
World’s Heavyweight championship tourn- 
aments in both Vienna, Austria, and Paris, 
France. 

During the period from 1902 through 
1904, George Hackenschmit spent much of 
his time wrestling in England. Among the 
major stars he defeated there were Tom 
Cannon, Tom Connors, Antonio Pierri, 
Ahmed Madrali, and Tom Jenkins. 

In 1905 he traveled to Australia where he 
defeated Clarence Weber and also several 
top Indian wrestlers who were in the area at 
that time. Meanwhile, on March 1Sth of 
that year, Tom Jenkins defeated Frank 
Gotch: for the U.S. version of the heavy- 
weight title. Jack Curley contacted Hack- 
enschmidt in Australia and brought him to 
New York to face Jenkins. On May 4th, 
1905, Hackenschmidt defeated Jenkins to 
win the title. Hackenschmidt then returned 
to Europe. 

While defeating Ahmed Madrali in Lon- 
don in April of 1906, ‘‘Hack’’ suffered a 
severe leg injury. He took some time off 
during the next two years because of the in- 
jury. However, in 1908 he agreed to make 
an American tour. 

Hackenschmidt defeated Joe Rogers in 
London on February 6th, 1908, and then 
set sail for America. He appeared in the 
major mat centers of the northeast—New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
In New York he defeated Neil Olsen and in 
Baltimore he held Gus ‘‘Americus”’ 
Schoenlein to a fifteen-minute draw. 

Then it was on to Chicago where on 
April 3rd, 1908, he lost in two hours of 
grueling mat work to Frank Gotch. This 
match is often called the start of the 
World’s Heavyweight Wrestling Cham- 
pionship in history books and as a result 
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Gotch was proclaimed as the first cham- 
pion. 

In 1910 Hackenschmidt returned to the 
United States and defeated several top stars 
including Emile Silver, Hassen Abbaldala, 
Dr. Ben Roller, and Yankee Rogers. In 
1911, he spent some time back in England 


training with Dr. Roller, Stanislaus 
Zbyszko, Pat Connolly, and Johann 
Lemm. Although he failed to throw Dr. 
Roller in their time limit draw on February 
Ist, 1911, in Lincoln, Nebraska, he did de- 
feat Henry Ordeman and Jesse Wester- 
gaard in April of that year. 

The stage was set for the rematch with 
Gotch in Chicago, held on September 4th, 
1911. A knee condition bothered him prior 
to the bout, but Hackenschmidt went 
through with the match regardless. He lost 
two straight falls to Gotch and retired from 
professional wrestling. 

Hackenschmidt, who had published a 
book called ‘How To Wrestle’’ in 1909, 
continued to write books on health and 
other subjects. He visited the United States 
again in April of 1938 and was a guest of 
promoter Ray Fabiani at a match in the 





New York Hippodrome that saw Jim Lon- 
dos defeat Jesse James. He remained in this 
country for a year and renewed acquain- 
tances with Bill Brown, George Bothner, 
and Tom Jenkins. He then returned to his 
farm in France where he had lived since re- 
tirement. 

In 1946, after the war, Hackenschmidt 
moved to London—the scene of many 
great wrestling triumphs—and continued 
to write and lecture. He also took long bi- 
cycle rides to remain in condition. In 1948 
Hackenschmidt was featured in Ripley’s 
Believe It Or Not, the forerunner of the 
Guiness Book of Records, calling attention 
to his ability to do a standing leap over a 
high back chair at the age of 70. 

In 1949 Hackenschmidt again visited the 
United States and George Bothner. During 
a television interview he was critical of the 
wide open style of modern wrestling, but 
suggested that it was exactly the type of 
wrestling that the public demands to see. 

He returned to London where he contin- 
ued to live in very active retirement until he 
passed away at the age of 89 on February 
19th, 1968. a 


The expression ‘The Gentle Giant’ has 
often been used over the years, but in the 
case of Bill Garnon—better known in wres- 
tling as ‘‘Bulldog’ Garnon—it is certainly 
apt. 

Born at Fishguard, West Wales, Great 
Britain, Bill first went to work at the Fish- 
guard Harbour, where ships made the 
cross-channel run over to Ireland several 
times each week. Even as a lad Bill was so 
strong he could carry more weight than two 
full grown men. From this he went on to 
weight-training, where he could easily 
deadlift 500 Ibs. 

Being interested in wrestling, Bill read 
everything on the sport he could lay his 
hands on, and decided he wanted to be- 
come a champion. He went to London to 
learn the business when he weighed about 
14st.21b.(200 Ibs.) at the age of twenty. 
This was just the beginning of his being 


The Gentle 


by Evan R. Treharne 





Bulldog Garnon in his 
prime. He held the 
British Heavyweight 
Championship. 


acknowledged as the best known sports- 
man born and bred at Fishguard to achieve 
worldwide fame. 

Early beginnings were tough on Bill, as 
even small wrestlers threw him all over the 
ring. Sticking it out, he soon turned the ta- 
bles as he got to know more about the busi- 
ness. At birth, Bill scaled 16 lbs., and later 
developed into a 16st. (224 lb.) heavy- 
weight. 

Deciding he could make good in Ameri- 
ca, Bill went over in 1930, and there he 
wrestled such top men as Stanislaus Zbys- 
zko, and the 6’6” giant George Godfrey, 
with whom he fought a draw and then, ina 
return match, outscored him despite giving 
away a great deal of weight each time. 
Traveling through the lumbercamps as 
‘The Masked Marvel’, Bill took on all com- 
ers. 

Back home again in 1934, Bill wor the 


Fighter 








British Heavyweight Championship in a 
blistering 15-round affair with Atholl Oak- 
eley, who later was knighted for his good 
work for the betterment of wrestling. Sir 
Atholl later wrote a fine book on Wrestling 
in 1971, entitled Blue Blood on the Mat in 
which he wrote a great deal on Bill Garnon 
and his great prowess. 

Thirty-five years ago my wife, also born 
at Fishguard, introduced me to Bill at Fish- 
guard Harbour, and this was to be the com- 
mencement of a great friendship which 
ended only recently when, at the age of 71, 
Bill collapsed and died. On meeting Bill for 
the first time, | was impressed with his 
powerful neck and shoulders. The next day 
I saw him wrestle 14 miles away at Haver- 
fordwest. But an injured ankle brought 
about a defeat for him on this occasion. 

Twice Bill fought for the world heavy- 
weight title against the then-holder, Ameri- 
can Jack Sherry. The first bout ended with 
blood pouring from Bill’s badly gashed 
eyebrow after six rounds, and the second 
time Bill fell through the ropes during the 
15th, and last, round. However, Bill was 
the first to praise Sherry as a truly terrific 
wrestler. 

Back again in Great Britain, Bill of- 
ten fought for a percentage of the gate. 
Sometimes he would pack five fights into 
one night, and, he often said, to have $5.00 
in those days was big money (approx 
$11.00) when the average working man 
would earn only about a third of that 
amount for a full week’s work. 

Outside the ring Bill was very gentle in- 
deed, and even when challenged to fight by 
some young hothead, he would just smile, 
puff on his cigar and walk away. Once, 
when such an incident happened, the young 
man later that night saw Bill in action, and 
afterwards was man enough to seek Bill in 
the dressing room and profusely gave his 
thanks that Bill hadn’t taken him on in the 
street. Bill just smiled again and shook 
hands. 

Alt one time some promoters tried to pass 
off another Welshman as the champion of 
Wales, but as soon as Bill made it known in 
the press these pretenders should put up or 
shut up, they dropped all such claims to the 
honor. 

Bill was first named ‘Bulldog’ when an 
opponent said ‘‘He’s a bulldog. He never 
lets go once he has a hold!’’ The end of 
Bill’s ring career came in 1953, when, 
standing at a ‘bus stop, a car mounted the 
pavement and dragged Bill a long distance. 
Bill was unconscious for five weeks with a 
cracked skull; and his wrestling days were 
ended. 

‘Bulldog’ Bill Garnon was to British 
wrestling what Tommy Farr was to boxing. 
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Anyone who is able to tune into Channel 
17 from Atlanta, Georgia on Saturday af- 
ternoons can also tune into what could pos- 
sibly be the best in professional wrestling. 
“Action”? cannot begin to describe what 
was witnessed one weekend recently. 

For two hours, some of today’s top wres- 
tlers displayed their wares. This TV action 
had to show more top-rated wrestlers than 
anywhere else in the country. 

The show began with Alabama’s Ricky 
Fields and Chick Donovan, who put on a 
display of what we need more of today—a 
clean match without one illegal hold. Fields 
won the match with a cradle after seven 
minutes of action. 

Tommy Rich had a Thanksgiving night 
match with the hated manager Bobby 
Heenen at The Omni in Atlanta. It was a 
cage match that had Heenen leaving Georg- 
ia if he lost, with Rich putting his Georgia 
Heavyweight title on the line. Rich won this 
match easily, bloodied Heenen and earned 
a shot at Harley Race for the NWA title. 

Harley Race was then shown in a special 
tape, showing him using the supplex on 
several unnamed opponents. One slow mo- 
tion clip highlighted the ‘‘whip’”’ action of 
the body that Race explained. 

Gordon Solie then introduced a tape 
from The Omni of the match between 
Heenen and Rich. With the crowd whipped 
into a frenzy and a bloody Heenen in center 
ring on his back, Rich left the cage with the 
Georgia title intact. A tape in the dressing 
room showed a champagne celebration and 
the news that Rich had earned a title shot at 
Race. 

Race had consented to a local talk show 
in Atlanta and a portion of the tape was 
shown. According to Race, he is in demand 
everywhere. He wrestles nearly seven 








nights a week—and wrestles the best in ev- 
ery area. His opponents have often been in 
training a long time in preparation for him, 
while he may have had an hour-long draw 
the night before. 

But he doesn’t like coming to Georgia 
because of the top talent that appears 
there. Tommy Rich, Dusty Rhodes, Mr. 
Wrestling Il and others too numerous to 
mention are top wrestlers today. And they 
all want a shot at the champ. 

After Race appeared, Russian Bear Ivan 
Koloff showed up with Solie at ringside to 
deny any accusations from Ole Anderson. 
Anderson claims Koloff was the one who 
interfered with a tag match that he and his 
brother Gene were in at The Omni. Koloff 
said he never wears a mask—and doesn’t 
need to. 

Koloff then went into the ring enraged 
and proceeded to mash a young Mike Fever 
in less than a minute. Koloff was at his bru- 
tal best and used a backbreaker to finish 
Fever. 

Ole Anderson appeared at ringside after 
the match for an interview with Solie. He 
spoke of the match in which Koloff jumped 
in to help Ole and Gene against Ernie Ladd 
and Tom Shaft., Ole was temporarily in- 
jured and had to return to the dressing 
room. Tommy Rich then entered to finish 
the match with Gene. 

With things going great guns, a masked 
man wearing Koloff’s boots and using his 
same moves jumped in with a chain, Upon 
seeing this, Ole Anderson returned. A new 
Ole and the masked man remained in the 
ring. The masked man proceeded to whip 
Ole’s body with the chain, raising welts. He 
swung it overhead to keep others from en- 
tering the ring. Anderson was finally 
dragged from the ring, nearly unconscious. 
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Back to the interview: Ole produced 
8x10" pictures of the masked man during 
that event. From the pictures, the masked 
man appeared to be Koloff. Anderson said 
that he had teamed with Koloff for over a 
year and that he knows the man’s moves; 
he knows what Koloff smells like; and most 
of all, he had seen him use that chain be- 
fore when they were partners. He knew it 
was Koloff! And they were matched on the 
next Atlanta card on Nov. 30th at the City 
Auditorium. 

The next match saw two main eventers 
go at it: Ray Candy versus Butcher Branni- 
gan. Candy moved a rung higher on the 
ladder with a big splash win. 

The newly crowned Georgia tag team 
champions, Austin Idol and The Superstar, 
made their first TV appearance. The Super- 
star used a cobra sleeper hold on Ted Allen 
for the win over him and his partner, Hart. 

The second hour of this exciting action 
began with Gorgeous George Jr. debuting 
his newest protege—Killer Kahn from 
Mongolia. Kahn showed no mercy in pun- 
ishing Marvin Turner with a stomach claw. 

George said that he had a secret wrestler 
under contract and would be bringing him 
to Georgia soon. But in the meantime, he 
would sign another wrestler in the Abdul- 
lah the Butcher team. 

This served as a lead-in into a taped 
match of the Butcher destroying Bill Wil- 
liams with a Sudanese Meat Clever elbow 
smash. 

Mr. U.S.A., Tony Atlas, appeared for a 
match and used a bear hug to subdue Jack 
Fore. Atlas will be going for the world 
body building championships in London. 

Jack and Jerry Brisco were next and 
made short work of Pete Austin and Mr. 
Sato. Jerry beat Sato with a Figure-Four 
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Leglock. After the match they told of how 
they were defeated in the finals at The Om- 
ni on Thanksgiving night in the tag team 
tournament. The Superstar had put an ob- 
ject in his mask and KO’d one of the Bris- 
cos. 

They would be granted their wish—a re- 
match on Nov. 30th. 

Idol and The Superstar appeared in the 
next match against Mike Fever and Ricky 
Fields. Idol did Fever in with his famous 
“*Las Vegas Leglock’’, the leglock that he 
invented and is the master of. 

In the semi-finals of the tag team tourney 
it was Idol and Superstar against Mr. Wres- 
tling I] and Dusty Rhodes. In the heat of 
the battle, another masked man who 
looked exactly like Mr. Wrestling II entered 
the ring. He KO’d the first Mr. Wrestling II 
and rolled him from the ring. The imposter 
then turned on Rhodes and bloodied him. 
Idol and Superstar were awarded the 
match. The loser agreed to unmask. During 
the confusion Rhodes broke away from 
doctors in the dressing room and entered 
the ring. Rhodes jumped the real Mr. Wres- 
tling I] and stopped the match. Then he 
sent a telegram to the TV station to be read 
on the air in which he apologized to the real 
Mr. Wrestling II and said that the imposter 
was number one on his list. 

A tape of three matches highlighting 
Mike Graham was then shown. He was 
shown in single matches against Bob Orton 
Jr., Tony Charles and in a pinfall win over 
Rip Hawk. 

To end the action-packed show, Dyna- 
mite Bobby Jaggers used an atomic drop to 
stop the challenge of Chick Donovan. 

And this was just one afternoon in 
Georgia. Some parts of the country don’t 
get this much action ina year. 
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THE GREATEST 

My own story by Muhammad Ali. 
The book that goes straight to the 
gut, recounting his lile—as he lived 
it. Hard cover, 

Orig. Pub. at $10.95 Only $4.95 
Plus Free Ali-Foreman Poster 





DEMPSEY 

By Jack Dempsey. The inside story 
of the “Manassa Mauler's " ring bat- 
tles, glories and the parade of people 
he knew. As only he could tell it. 


Hard cover. 
Orig. Pub. at $12.50 Only $10.95 


The Lite of 


The Basten Strong Rey 





Tom Langley’s series on old- 


time prizefighters 
The Life of Peter Jackson $ 4.00 
The Life of Tom Sayers § 4.00 


The Life of John L. Sullivan $ 4.00 
AUR ON oso a vous, we $10.00 
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J 120 W. ist Street 
' New York, N.Y. 10001 


FREE book, 


York City, 8% Sales tax 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


Enclosed please find $. 


1 Black Dynamite 0 The Jacobs Story 0 


PLUS POSTAGE: $1.00 for the 1st book, 75¢ for each additional book. Foreign & Canada, $1,00 tor each book 
Payment to be in U.S. Funds by Bank Dratt on a Bank in the US. In New York State, add Sales Tax of 7%. in New 


BOOK 
BARGAINS 
FOR THE 


BOXING FAN 


Order Now! 
Save up to 200% 
over original 
published price! 


Leonard The Magnificent—By Nat 
Fleischer. Life story of the man who 
‘made himself king of the light- 
weights. Photographs. Hard BF 


A Pictorial History of Boxing—By Nat 
\Fleischer and Sam Andre and 
brought up to date by Nat Loubet and 
Sam Andre—a panorama of every di- 
vision: heavyweight to flyweight, in- 
cluding every championship fight 
from days of bare knuckles to the 
present. With hundreds of rare pho- 
tographs. Hard cover... .. . $19.95 


Inside Boxing—By Floyd Patterson 
and Bert R. Sugar. A step by step 
) guide to successful boxing with ac- 
tion photos and eacieis 78 oe. 
Hard cover,....... . $5.95 
MUHAMMAD 
Beautiful 256-page book, with many full 
page color pictures of “The Greatest.” A 
must for all current-day boxing tans, Soft 
Cover. 


Orig. Pub. at $7.95 Only $5.95 


THE WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT BOXING 
CHAMPIONSHIP By John D. McCallum Here 
are all the champs, from Sullivan to Ali. 
You can read about them, get to know 
them and almost feel like you're shaking 
their hands in this well-written history of 
Sport's most exciting athletes. Hard cover. 
Orig. Pub. at $15.00 Only $12.50 
Regency Rogue—by Patrick Myler. 
Life story of Dan Donnelly, revered 
champion of Ireland in the 1810s. 
Hard cover. . $6.95 


SPECIAL 


ALI-By Witred Sheed 


EVERETT A exenan 


ROCKY 


MOGRAPHY OF A FIRST SON 





ROCKY MARCIAND: The Biography 
of a First Son 

By Everett M. Skehan. The story of 
one of boxing's most beloved 
fighters, as few knew him. Hard 


Cover. 
Orig. Pub. at $10.95 Only $9.95 





Boxiana or Sketches of Pugilism— 
By Pierce Egan, Facsimile of 1812 
edition, the famous book of boxing 
including careers of Belcher, Cribb, 
Mendoza, Molinelaux, Jackson and 
many others. Once more available. 
Only $5.95 


Jack Johnson—In The Ring And Out. 
The classic autobiography by the 
first black world heavyweight cham- 
pion. Photographs. Hard cover 

shaletis date borden) eS: 


The Frightful Punishment—By 
Warren J. Brier. The story of Con 
Orem and Montana's Great Glove 
Fights of the 1860s. Hard cover 

-» «+ $5.95 


Max Baer, The Glamour Boy of The 
Ring—By Nat Fleischer. The lite and 
times of the Clown Prince of Boxing 

; . $1.75 





JOE LOUIS: MY LIFE 

By Joe Louis with Edna and Art 
Rust, Jr. 277 pages of hard-hitting 
revelations from the Brown Bomber 
himself. Over 80 pictures. Hard 


Cover. 
Orig. Pub, at $10.95 Only $8.95 


The Fighting Blacksmith—A Biog- 
raphy of Bob Fitzsimmons by Gilbert 
Odd, an absorbing and factual his- 
tory of Ruby Robert's life and fistic 
adventures. Hard cover, illustrated. 
Orig. Pub. at $6.50 $5.00 


Freddie Mills—By Jack Birtley. The 
story of his rise and his descent, 
from the glory of his early fights to 
his final near bankruptcy. Photo 
graphs. Hard cover. 


Orig. Pub. at $9.95. Only $7.95 
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The Heavyweight aired tateabaa By 
John Durant—Revised and enlarged 
sixth edition. The story of the heavy- 
weight division from the early bare 
knuckles days through the present. 
Photographs galore. 244 pages, 


Hard cover 
Orig. Pub. at $7.95 Only $6.95 


Free with every order your choice of Black 
Dynamite, The Jacobs Story or Jack McAuliffe— 
The Napoleon of the Prize Ring—A $3.00 Value 
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BEST-SELLING BOXING BOOKS 
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STATE 


for the books checked on the right of 
the coupon. Please send them to me by return mail along with my 


Jack McAuliffe 








ZIP 


Quantity 
THE GREATEST $4.95 
By Muhammad Ali 


____DEMPSEY 
By Jack Dempsey $10.95 


ROCKY MARCIANO $9.95 
By Everett Skehan 


__JOE LOUIS: MY LIFE $8.95 
By Joe Louis 


TRAINING FOR BOXERS $1.75 


___SCIENTIFIC BLOCKING AND 
HITTING $1.00 


___HOW TO BOX $1,75 


——__HOW TO SECOND AND 
MANAGE $1.00 


___FREODIE MILLS $7.95 
INSIDE BOXING $5.95 
____ REGENCY ROGUE $6.95 


——_HOW TO JUDGE 
AND REFEREE $1.00 






___THE LIFE OF 

___THE LIFE OF TOM SAYERS 
$4.00 

_——THE LIFE OF 

——_THE GREAT PRIZE FIGHT 
$6.95 

_———BOUND RING VOLUME 

____THE HEAVYWEIGHT 

__—THE FIGHTING 


BOXING—THE GREAT ONES 
____BOXIANA By Pierce Egan 
$5.95 


____PICTORIAL HISTORY 


ALAN Lion 





The Great Prize Fight—By Alan 
Lloyd. Background and buildup to 
the famous Heenan-Sayers fight in 
Victorian England—thrilling bare- 
knuckled social history. Hard cover, 


ilustrated. 
Orig, Pub. at $8.95 Only $6.95 


The Saga of The Fist—By John V. 
Grombach. The text-and-pictures 
Story of 9,000 years of boxing— 
from prehistoric man to Muhammad 
Ali. Hard cover... 2... .. $19.95 






HOW-TO BOOKS 
Training for Boxers— New 11th 
Revised Edition with a Foreword 
by Jack Dempsey—By Nat 
Fleischer $1.75 


Scientific Blocking and Hitting 
and Other Methods of Defense— 
By Nat Fleischer $1.00 


How to Box—With a Foreword 
by James J. Corbett—By Nat 
Fleischer $1.75 


How to Second and How to 
Manage a Boxer—By Nat 
Fleischer New Revised edition 
$1.00 
How to Judge and How to 
Referee a Fight—By Nat 
Fleischer. ‘ $1 





















All 5—$6.00 





PETER JACKSON $4.00 


JOHN L. SULLIVAN $4.00 


(YEAR____) 


CHAMPIONS $6.95 


BLACKSMITH $5.00 


OF BOXING $19.95 
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